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REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest is the named inventor, Shelly Lenna Bauerly ("Bauerly"). 
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RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 
None. 



Replacement Brief of Lenna Bauerly 



U.S. Pat. App. No. 10/763,426 



STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Prosecution has encompassed claims 1-41. Claims 3, 33, 34 and 40 have been cancelled. 
Claims 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 19, 20, 29, 30, 31, 32, 35, 36, 39 have been withdrawn pending the allowance of 
a generic base claim. Claims 21 and 26 have been objected to, but would be allowable if rewritten to 
include the limitations of their base claims and any intervening claims. Claims 1, 2, 4, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 37, 38 and 41 have been rejected. Claims 1, 2, 22, and 37 
are being appealed. 
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STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

No amendment have been filed since the Final Office Action of January 1, 2008. 
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SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

All page and line numbers referenced herein are drawn from the application as originally 
submitted, which is presented as Exhibit 1. 

The following elements are recited in Independent Claim 1: 

a purse hanger (20) 

See Fig. 1. Also shown without call-out number in Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 16 and 19. See page 1, lines 29, 
31; page 2, lines 1-2, 11; page 3, line 17; page 5, lines 17, 20, 25; page 6, line 12, 28-30; page 11, 
lines 3, 12, 24-27; page 12, lines 15, 16, 17, 21, 31;page 14, line 31; page 15, line 1. 

a rigid interface member (22) 

The rigid interface member is the solid part of the purse hanger that rests above a table top. 
See Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and page 5, line 26; page 6, lines 6-19; page 7, lines 
4-21. An alternative embodiment is shown in Fig. 18, the rigid interface member 25 includes a rigid 
frame 26 and legs 87 with protective cork or felt pads 28. A discussion directed specifically to the 
rigid interface member, functionality, and components thereof is found from page 7, line 4 through 
page 9, line 7, and detailed discussion is also found on page 10, lines 1-28 and page 12, lines 1-24. 
Additional references to the rigid interface member, or the operation thereof, are found on page 2, 
lines 11-15, 20-21; page 4, lines 17-21, lines 26-31; page 5,lines 5-6, 8-9, 17-18, 26; page 6, lines 1- 
4, 6-13, 18; page 9, line 22; page 11, line 26;; page 13; line 11; page 15, line 1. 

a planar interface area (23, 28) 

See page 6, lines 6-13, page 7, lines 5-21, page 8, lines 6-7, page 9, lines 22-24, page 11 line 
22 through page 12, line 24. Figures 2, 12, 13 and 18 reference the planar interface area by all out 
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number. The planar interface area 23 can be the area defined by a protective member such as cork, 
felt, etc. coating discussed on page 6, line 6. In an alternative embodiment depicted in Fig. 18, the 
planar interface region comprises the upper triangle (shown in phantom) touching the bottom of foot 
pads 28 and coextensive with the horizontal limits of the triangular column 69 defining the stable 
region beneath the rigid interface member. 

a rigid arm (45 ) with a proximal segment (50) terminating at a proximal end, a distal 
segment terminating at a distal end (55) , and a central extension disposed between a 
proximal segment and a distal segment 

The rigid arm (45), its component parts, and its relationship to the rigid interface member are 
discussed in detail from page 9, line 4 through page 11, line 20, and page 5, line 30 through page 6, 
line 4. Additionally, the rigid arm, and features associated therewith, are described on page 2, lines 
13-21; page 3, lines 1-6; page 4, lines 11-12, 20-21, 26-27; page 6, lines 1-4, 11-13; page 9, lines 4- 
7; page 7 line 13; page 11, lines 22-29; and page 12, lines 13-24, 28. 

Within the Figures, the rigid arm (45) is depicted with reference number in Figs. 1-6, 14, 17 
and 19, and is show in part without call out number in Figs. 7-8, 10-12, 15, 17 and 18. The rigid arm 
is discussed with specificity from page 9, line 9 through page 11, line 20. The rigid arm (45) is 
referenced by number in Figs. 1-6, 14, 17 and 19, and is show in part without call out number in 
Figs. 7-8, 10-12, 15, 17 and 18. 

The "proximal segment" or "horizontal extension" (50) that couples to the neck of the rigid 
interface member is referenced by number in Figs. 2, 4, 5, 11,. It is show without call-out number in 
Figs. 1, 3, 10 

The "central extension" of the rigid arm is depicted in Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, 16 and 19 as the 
portion of the rigid arm extending from the proximal segment to the distal segment. In Fig. 19, the 
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central extension is depicted as a long progressively curved member extending from the "horizontal 
extension" (50) to the distal segment. In Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, and 16, the "central extension" 
includes a "vertical extension" (51), and an angled member extending from the vertical extension 
(51) to the distal segment. 

wherein the central extension curves into the distal segment which extends vertically 
downward from the central extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath 
the planar interface area 

See Figs. 1, 2, 12, 13 and 19. See page 2, lines 13-15, page 6, 1-4, 11-13; page 11, lines 22- 
28, page 12, lines 9-11 and 21-24. 

a flexible member (60) 

See Figs. 1-6, 16, 17 and 19. A typographical error in Fig. 19 depicts this element as 63. The 
flexible member is properly referred to as element 60 throughout the rest of the disclosure. Page 12, 
line 26 through page 13, line 31 of the specification is directed specifically to the flexible member. 
Additionally, reference is made to the flexible member on page 2, line 16, page 3, lines 4, 18; line 4, 
page 8, 9; page 5, line 9, 12, 14; page 6, line 15, 17, 27, 28; page 11, line 12. 

a purse engagement member (70) 

This element refers to the loop of the purse holder that engages the purse strap in Figures 1-5, 
and 19. This element is shown without call-out number in Fig. 16. Within the disclosure the purse 
engagement member is also referred to as a "rigid loop" and a "purse engagement loop." This 
element is discussed in detail on page 14, lines 1-28. Reference is also made to this element on page 
6, lines 15-17, 29-30; page 13, line 30, page 13, line 1 and page 15, lines 1-2. 
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The following elements are recited in Independent Claim 22 
a horizontal surface (21) 

See Figs. 1, 2, 3. Also shown without call out number in Figs. 13, 14 and 19. Variously 
referred to as a "horizontal surface" and a "table," "tabletop," "table surface" and "bar" within the 
specification, see page 1, line 9, 13-20, 29-31; page 2, lines 8, 12-13; page 3, line 24; page 5, line 
26; page 6, lines 9, 18, 19, 26; page 7, line 6, 13, 17; page 11, lines 4, 25; page 12, lines 2, 5; page 
13, line 11, page 14, line 31. 

a purse hanger (20) 

See Fig. 1. Also shown without call-out number in Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 16 and 19. See page 1, lines 29, 
31; page 2, lines 1-2, 11; page 3, line 17; page 5, lines 17, 20, 25; page 6, line 12, 28-30; page 11, 
lines 3, 12, 24-27; page 12, lines 15, 16, 17, 21, 31;page 14, line 31; page 15, line 1. 

a rigid interface member (22) 

The rigid interface member is the solid part of the purse hanger that rests above a table top. 
See Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and page 5, line 26; page 6, lines 6-19; page 7, lines 
4-21. An alternative embodiment is shown in Fig. 18, the rigid interface member 25 includes a 
frame 26 and legs 87 with protective cork or felt pads 28. A discussion directed specifically to the 
rigid interface member, functionality, and components thereof is found from page 7, line 4 through 
page 9, line 7, and detailed discussion is also found on page 10, lines 1-28 and page 12, lines 1-24. 
Additional references to the rigid interface member, or the operation thereof, are found on page 2, 
lines 11-15, 20-21; page 4, lines 17-21, lines 26-31; page 5,lines 5-6, 8-9, 17-18, 26; page 6, lines 1- 
4, 6-13, 18; page 9, line 22; page 11, line 26;; page 13; line 11; page 15, line 1. 
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See page 6, lines 6-13, page 7, lines 5-21, page 8, lines 6-7, page 9, lines 22-24, page 11 line 
22 through page 12, line 24. Figures 2, 12, 13 and 18 reference the planar interface area by all out 
number. The planar interface area 23 can be the area defined by a protective member such as cork, 
felt, etc. coating discussed on page 6, line 6. In an alternative embodiment depicted in Fig. 18, the 
planar interface region comprises the upper triangle (shown in phantom) touching the bottom of foot 
pads 28 and coextensive with the horizontal limits of the triangular column 69 defining the stable 
region beneath the rigid interface member. 

a rigid arm (45) with a proximal segment (50) terminating at a proximal end, a distal 
segment terminating at a distal end (55) , and a central extension extending from a the 
proximal segment through a first bend, and extending into the distal segment through a 
second bend, the central extension being oriented, at least in part, in a direction different 
from the proximal segment, and in a direction different from the distal segment, the proximal 
end being coupled to said rigid interface member (22) 

The rigid arm (45) and its component parts are discussed in detail from page 9, lines 9-27, 
through page 11, line 20, and page 5, line 30 through page 6, line 4. Additionally, the rigid arm, and 
features associated therewith, are described on page 2, lines 13-21; page 3, lines 1-6; page 4, lines 
11-12, 20-21, 26-27; page 6, lines 1-4, 11-13; page 9, lines 4-7; page 7 line 13; page 11, lines 22-29; 
and page 12, lines 13-24, 28. The rigid arm (45) is referenced by number in Figs. 1-6, 14, 17 and 19, 
and is show in part without call out number in Figs. 7-8, 10-12, 15, 17 and 18. 

The "proximal segment" or "horizontal extension" (50) that couples to the neck of the rigid 
interface member is referenced in Figs. 2, 4, 5, 11. It is show without call-out number in Figs. 1, 3, 
10. 



Replacement Brief of Lenna Baueriy 



12 



U.S. Pat. App. No. 10/763,426 



The "central extension" of the rigid arm is depicted in Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, 16 and 19 as the 
portion of the rigid arm extending from the proximal segment to the distal segment. In Fig. 19, the 
central extension is depicted as a long progressively curved member extending from the "horizontal 
extension" (50) to the distal segment. In Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, and 16, the "central extension" 
includes a "vertical extension" (51), and an angled member extending from the vertical extension 
(51) to the distal segment. 

wherein the rigid arm is configured to position the distal segment in a vertical 
orientation that is vertically aligned beneath the rigid interface member when the rigid 
interface member is disposed on the horizontal surface 

See page 6, lines 11-13; page 9, lines 21-24, page 9, line 29 through page 10, line 28; page 
11, lines 22-29, page 12, lines 13-24. See also Figs. 2 and 19 for illustration of alignment beneath 
the rigid interface member, and Figs. 10-16 for design features contributing to self orientation 
vertically beneath the rigid interface member. 

a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible member 
secured to said distal end of said rigid arm 

See Figs. 1-6, 16, 17 and 19. A typographical error in Fig. 19 depicts this element as 63. The 
flexible member is properly referred to as element 60 throughout the rest of the disclosure. Page 12, 
line 26 through page 13, line 31 of the specification is directed specifically to the flexible member. 
Additionally, reference is made to the flexible member on page 2, line 16, page 3, lines 4, 18; line 4, 
page 8, 9; page 5, line 9, 12, 14; page 6, line 15, 17, 27, 28; page 11, line 12. 

a purse engagement member (70) coupled with said second end of said flexible 
member 
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The purse engagement member 70 is the loop of the purse holder that engages the purse strap 
in Figures 1-5, and 19. It is also shown without call-out number 70 on Fig. 16. Within the disclosure 
the purse engagement member is also referred to as a "rigid loop" and a "purse engagement loop." 
This element is discussed in detail on page 14, lines 1-28. Reference is made to this element on page 
6, lines 15-17, 29-30; page 13, line 30, page 13, line 1 and page 15, lines 1-2. 

The following elements are recited in Independent Claim 37: 
a purse hanger (20) 

See Fig. 1. Also shown without call-out number in Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 16 and 19. See page 1, lines 29, 
31; page 2, lines 1-2, 11; page 3, line 17; page 5, lines 17, 20, 25; page 6, line 12, 28-30; page 11, 
lines 3, 12, 24-27; page 12, lines 15, 16, 17, 21, 31;page 14, line 31; page 15, line 1. 

a rigid interface member (22) 

The rigid interface member is the solid part of the purse hanger that rests above a table top. 
See Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and page 5, line 26; page 6, lines 6-19; page 7, lines 
4-21. Fig. 18 discloses an alternative embodiment of a rigid interface member 25 which includes a 
frame 26 and legs 87 with protective cork or felt pads 28. A discussion directed specifically to the 
rigid interface member, functionality, and components thereof is found from page 7, line 4 through 
page 9, line 7, and detailed discussion is also found on page 10, lines 1-28 and page 12, lines 1-24. 
Additional references to the rigid interface member, or the operation thereof, are found on page 2, 
lines 11-15, 20-21; page 4, lines 17-21, lines 26-31; page 5,lines 5-6, 8-9, 17-18, 26; page 6, lines 1- 
4, 6-13, 18; page 9, line 22; page 11, line 26;; page 13; line 11; page 15, line 1. 

a planar interface area (23, 28) 
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See page 6, lines 6-13, page 7, lines 5-21, page 8, lines 6-7, page 9, lines 22-24, page 11 line 
22 through page 12, line 24. Figures 2, 12, 13 and 18 reference the planar interface area by all out 
number. The planar interface area 23 can be the area defined by a protective member such as cork, 
felt, etc. coating discussed on page 6, line 6. In an alternative embodiment depicted in Fig. 18, the 
planar interface region comprises the upper triangle (shown in phantom) touching the bottom of foot 
pads 28 and coextensive with the horizontal limits of the triangular column 69 defining the stable 
region beneath the rigid interface member. 

a bent rigid arm (45) with a proximal segment (50) terminating at a proximal end, and 
a distal segment terminating at a distal end (55) , wherein the proximal segment is coupled 
to said interface member (22) in an orientation substantially parallel to the planar interface 
area, 

The rigid arm (45) and its component parts are discussed in detail from page 9, lines 9-27, 
through page 11, line 20, and page 5, line 30 through page 6, line 4. Additionally, the rigid arm, and 
features associated therewith, are described on page 2, lines 13-21; page 3, lines 1-6; page 4, lines 
11-12, 20-21, 26-27; page 6, lines 1-4, 11-13; page 9, lines 4-7; page 7 line 13; page 11, lines 22-29; 
and page 12, lines 13-24, 28. The rigid arm (45) is referenced by number in Figs. 1-6, 14, 17 and 19, 
and is show in part without call out number in Figs. 7-8, 10-12, 15, 17 and 18. 

The "proximal segment" or "horizontal extension" (50) that couples to the neck of the rigid 
interface member is referenced by number in Figs. 2, 4, 5, 11. It is show without call-out number in 
Figs. 1, 3, 10. 

The "central extension" of the rigid arm is depicted in Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, 16 and 19 as the 
portion of the rigid arm extending from the proximal segment to the distal segment. In Fig. 19, the 
central extension is depicted as a long progressively curved member extending from the "horizontal 
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extension" (50) to the distal segment. In Figs. 2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, and 16, the "central extension" 
includes a 'Vertical extension" (51), and an angled member extending from the vertical extension 
(51) to the distal segment. 

the rigid arm being configured such that the distal segment is aligned in a vertical 
orientation vertically beneath the planar interface area when the planar interface area is 
horizontal 

See page 6, lines 11-13; page 9, lines 21-24, page 9, line 29 through page 10, line 28; page 
11, lines 22-29, page 12, lines 13-24. See also Figs. 2 and 19 for illustration of alignment beneath 
the rigid interface member, and Figs. 10-16 for design features contributing to self orientation 
vertically beneath the rigid interface member. 

and wherein the distal end (55) comprises a securement member (61 ) 

"Securement member" 61 is also called the "upper flexible member coupling" within the 
disclosure. See page 6, lines 15-16, page 9, lines 26-27, page 12, lines 27-28, page 13, lines 15-18. 
This element is illustrated with call out number 61 in Figs. 2, 5, 6, 16, 17 and 19. 

a flexible member (60) with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible 
member secured to the securement member (61) 

See Figs. 1-6, 16, 17 and 19. A typographical error in Fig. 19 depicts this element as 63. The 
flexible member is properly referred to as element 60 throughout the rest of the disclosure. Page 12, 
line 26 through page 13, line 31 of the specification is directed specifically to the flexible member. 
Additionally, reference is made to the flexible member on page 2, line 16, page 3, lines 4, 18; line 4, 
page 8, 9; page 5, line 9, 12, 14; page 6, line 15, 17, 27, 28; page 11, line 12. 
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a purse engagement member (70) coupled with said second end of said flexible 
member 

The purse engagement member (70) refers to the loop of the purse holder that engages the 
purse strap in Figures 1-5, and 19. Also shown without call-out number 70 on Fig. 16. Within the 
disclosure the purse engagement member is also referred to as a "rigid loop" and a "purse 
engagement loop." This element is discussed in detail on page 14, lines 1-28. Reference is also 
made to this element on page 6, lines 15-17, 29-30; page 13, line 30, page 13, line 1 and page 15, 
lines 1-2. 

The following elements are recited in dependent claim 2: 
purse hanger (20) 

See Fig. 1. Also shown without call-out number in Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 16 and 19. See page 1, lines 29, 
31; page 2, lines 1-2, 11; page 3, line 17; page 5, lines 17, 20, 25; page 6, line 12, 28-30; page 11, 
lines 3, 12, 24-27; page 12, lines 15, 16, 17, 21, 31;page 14, line 31; page 15, line 1. 

distal end of said rigid arm (45) 

The rigid arm (45) is depicted and identified by call out number in Figs. 2, 3, 4, 14 and 16. 
An alternative embodiment of a rigid arm is disclosed and identified by call out number in Fig. 19. 
The rigid arm if further depicted without call out number in its entirety in Figs. 1, 11, 12, and 18. 
The rigid arm is specifically discussed in detail from page 9, line 4 through page 11, line 20, and is 
discussed in some detail on page 5, line 30 through page 6, line 4. Additionally, the rigid arm, and 
features associated therewith, are described on page 2, lines 13-21; page 3, lines 1-6; page 4, lines 
11-12, 20-21, 26-27; page 6, lines 1-4, 11-13; page 9, lines 4-7; page 7 line 13; page 11, lines 22-29; 
and page 12, lines 13-24, 28. 
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The distal end of the rigid arm is identified by call out number in Figs. 2, 5, 6, 16 and 19. 
The distal end of the rigid arm is discussed, inter alia, on page 2, lines 14-16; page 3, line 5; page 5, 
lines 30 through page 6, line 2, lines 11-15; page 9, lines 24-25; page 11, line 2. 

a planar interface area (23, 28) 

See page 6, lines 6-13, page 7, lines 5-21, page 8, lines 6-7, page 9, lines 22-24, page 11 line 22 
through page 12, line 24. Figures in which this element is numbered include Figs. 2, 12, 13 and 18, 
the planar interface area 23 is the area defined by a protective member such as cork, felt, etc. coating 
discussed on page 6, line 6. In the alternative embodiment of Fig. 18, planar interface region is 
illustrated by the upper triangle (shown in phantom) touching the bottom of foot pads 28 and 
coextensive with the horizontal limits of the triangular column 69 defining the stable region beneath 
the rigid interface member. 

geometric center of said planar interface area 

Page 11, lines 4-6, page 12, lines 13-24, Figs. 1, 3 and 19. 
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GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 



Whether claims 1-2, 22 and 37 are unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. § 103 over G.B. Patent No. 
2,253,998 to Lurie et al. in view of JP 10-113275 to Omura. 

Independent Claims 1 and 22 have been rejected on the grounds that Lurie et al teaches a 
hanger device for hanging handbags, purses or the like (Figs. 1-4) from a horizontal surface, 
comprising a rigid interface member defining a planar interface area (12); a rigid arm with a 
proximal segment terminating at proximal end 19, a distal segment 20, 21, 22, 23, 15) terminating at 
distal end 21, 22, 23, 15, a centrally extension ( a bend or curve between 13 and 20) disposed 
between proximal segment and a distal segment, wherein the proximal end is coupled with the rigid 
interface member, the proximal end being in a orientation substantially parallel to the planar interface 
area and curving into the central extension, and wherein the central extension curves into the distal 
segment which extends vertically downward (20) from the central extension when the distal end is 
positioned vertically beneath the planar interface area. Note that the distal end in this case, the 
examiner considers as segment (21, 22, 23, 15 upon which a handbag, purse or the like can be 
supported or secured); and further on the grounds that Omura teaches the hanger device with a 
flexible member (6) having a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm (3) and a second end 
coupled to a purse engagement member (8). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide a flexible member of Omura with a first end 
coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

Claim 2 has been rejected on the ground that Lurie, as modified, teaches the distal end of the 
rigid arm being oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 
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Claim 37 has been rejected on the ground recited in conjunction with claims 1 and 22, except 
that the central extension in this case is element 20. 
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ARGUMENTS 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over GB Patent No. 2,253,998 to Lurie in view of JP 10- 
113275 to Omura. 

REVIEW OF PRIOR ART CITED IN REJECTION 

GB 2,253,998 to Lurie , submitted herewith as Exhibit 4, is directed to a purse hanger. 
Figures 1, 2 and 6 of Lurie disclose a purse hanger including a rigid interface member ("housing" 12) 
resting on a table, and a rigid arm ("elongated shaft" 13) extending from the housing outward parallel 
to the counter or table top, and then bending downward to form a "support arm 14" (Lurie, page 6). 
The Lurie purse hanger functions by a "zero moment" design in which the center of gravity of a 
purse is aligned beneath the rigid interface member. To prevent the purse from sliding off the tip, the 
"Support arm 14 is deflected upwardly into a hook 15 upon which handbag 11 is hung" (Lurie, page 
6). 

Japanese Application 10-113275 JP to Omura, submitted herewith as Exhibit 6, is directed 
to a purse hanger including a rigid arm (" iron bar," element 3) having a proximal end coupled with a 
rigid interface member (the "support backing" 1) by means of a "pivot" 5 including a "bearing, ball 
shaft" 2, and a distal end coupled with the flexible member ("connection tool" 6) by upper flexible 
member coupling ("connection link" 7). The proximal end of the flexible member coupled with the 
distal end of the rigid arm. The distal end of the flexible member is coupled to a rigid loop ("ring 
loop" 8) which is configured to detachable attach to a purse strap. The rigid arm of Omura is 
straight, exhibiting no curvature. A "stopper" 4 is formed on the proximal end of the rigid arm 
adjacent the "pivot" 5. The stopper is positioned to engage the bottom surface of the rigid interface 
member 1 during a pivot process, thereby limiting the pivot range of the rigid arm relative to the 
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rigid interface member (hereinafter the "pivot range") to 90 degrees. A verified translation of Omura 
is presented in Exhibit 7. 

According to the laws of physics, when the rigid interface member of Omura rests on a 
horizontal surface, gravity will cause the rigid arm to orient itself in a vertical orientation. The rigid 
arm extends downward adjacent the edge of a table top or equivalent surface member. The short 
distance from the edge of the table (Omura, Fig. 4) to the pivot forms a destabilizing moment arm 
which, when operated upon by the downward force of the purse and the weight of purse hanger 
components overhanging the table edge, exerts a counter-clockwise moment (relative to Fig. 4) 
functioning to destabilize the purse hanger from the table top (hereinafter "destabilizing moment.") 

Because the rigid arm of Omura is straight, the tensile axis of force extending through the 
rigid arm oriented vertically from the link 7 to the pivot 5. Accordingly, the Omura embodiment 
does not stabilize a purse by positioning the center of gravity of a purse beneath a table top. Rather, 
any functionality Omura may enjoy is limited to the extent to which the rigid interface member 
disposed above the table top is heavy enough to exert a clockwise moment (according to the 
orientation of Fig. 4 — hereinafter, more generally, a "stabilizing moment,") greater than the 
destabilizing moment. 

Omura was filed in 1998, roughly six years subsequent to the September 1992 filing date of 
Lurie, and had the benefit of the Lurie disclosure. Nevertheless, there is nothing disclosed within 
Omura, nor intuitively obvious from the design or functionality of Omura that would lead one to 
orient the distal end of the rigid arm of Omura beneath the table top. The stability of Lurie is 
achieved through a 'zero-moment' alignment of forces beneath the table top, and beneath the rigid 
interface member. The stability of Omura is a 4 sum-of-the-moments' design, requiring that the rigid 
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interface member exerts a greater stabilizing force than the destabilizing force exerted by the purse 
overhanging the table edge. 



DISCUSSION OF INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 1, 22 and 37 



Claim 1 recites, in part: 

a rigid arm with a proximal segment terminating at a proximal end, a distal 
segment terminating at a distal end, and a central extension disposed 
between a proximal segment and a distal segment, wherein the proximal end 
is coupled with the rigid interface member, the proximal segment being in a 
orientation substantially parallel to the planar interface area and curving into 
the central extension, and wherein the central extension curves into the 
distal segment which extends vertically downward from the central 
extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the planar 
interface area; and, 

a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, and a 
second end coupled to a purse engagement member 

Independent Claim 22 recites, in part: 

a rigid arm with a proximal segment terminating at a proximal end, a distal 

segment terminating at a distal end, and a central extension extending from 
a the proximal segment through a first bend, and extending into the distal 
segment through a second bend, the central extension being oriented, at least 
in part, in a direction different from the proximal segment, and in a direction 
different from the distal segment, the proximal end being coupled to said rigid 
interface member, wherein the rigid arm is configured to position the 
distal segment in a vertical orientation that is vertically aligned beneath 
the rigid interface member when the rigid interface member is disposed 
on the horizontal surface. 

a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible member 
secured to said distal end of said rigid arm; 

Independent Claim 37 recites, in part: 

a bent rigid arm with a proximal segment terminating at a proximal end, and a 

distal segment terminating at a distal end, wherein the proximal segment is 
coupled to said interface member in an orientation substantially parallel to the 
planar interface area, the rigid arm being configured such that the distal 
segment is aligned in a vertical orientation vertically beneath the planar 
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interface area when the planar interface area is horizontal, and wherein 
the distal end comprises a securement member; 

a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible member 
secured to the securement member 

PLAIN ERROR IN CHARACTERIZING THE PRIOR ART: A MID POINT IS NOT THE 
DISTAL END 

Independent Claims 1 and 22 recited above include the limitation wherein the flexible 

member is coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, and Claim 37 recites that a flexible member is 

coupled to a securement member which is coupled to the distal end of a bent rigid arm. Within the 

Office Action, it was suggested that the flexible member of Omura, when hung from the hook 

member of the rigid arm of Lurie, disclosed these elements. The ground for rejection relied on the 

determination that "the distal end in this case, the examiner considers as segment 21, 22, 23 15 upon 

which a handbag, purse or the like can be supported or secured." (Office Action, January 10, 2008, 

page 2, last line through page 3, first two lines). Exhibit 2. A similar reason was advanced within 

the Office Action of Sept. 28, 2007, "Note that the distal end in this case, the Examiner considers as 

a hook segment (V-shaped) 23, 15, upon which a handbag, purse, or the like, can be supported or 

secured." (Office Action of Sept. 28, 2007, page 3, lines 6-7). Exhibit 3. Both quotes are drawn 

from Lurie, page 7, lines 6-14, which can be best understood further referring to Fig. 2 of Lurie. 

"Support shaft 13 depends downwardly forming support arm 14 which is in a planar 
relationship with support shaft 13 (FIGURE 3). Support arm 14 is comprised of 
segments 20, 21 and hook 15. Segment 20 of support arm 14 is perpendicular to 
support shaft 13. Support arm 14 is deflected at 22 separating segments 20 and 21 
whereby segment 21 of support arm 14 is oriented beneath housing 12. Segment 21 of 
support arm 14 depends upwardly at 23 forming hook 15 upon which a handbag, 
purse or the like can be supported (FIGURE 2)." (Lurie, page 7, lines 6-14). 

The "hook 15" described in Lurie, however, is not formed at the distal end of the rigid arm of 
Lurie. Rather, it is formed by the intersection of two segments of the rigid arm of Lurie. 
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Notwithstanding the interpretation, within the Office Action, of the term "distal end" in 
Independent Claims 1, 22 and 37, as previously noted on page 10 of Applicant's response of October 
11, 2007, Merriam- Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition, Copyright 2000, Springfield 
Mass. (hereinafter "Merriam- Webster") defines "distal" as "situated away from the point of 
attachment or origin of a central point, esp. of the body" (p. 336). Merriam Webster further defines 
"end" as "a point that marks the extent of something," and "the point where something ceases to 
exist," (p. 380). In view of the foregoing definitions: 

1) Under no construction of the English language can the crux of the V-shaped element 
of the rigid arm of the Lurie purse hanger be defined as the "distal end", as suggested in both the 
Office Actions of September 28, 2007 and January 10, 2008. 

2) Under no construction of the English language can four separate elements of Lurie, 
"21, 22, 23 15 upon which a handbag, purse or the like can be supported or secured" (Office Action, 
January 10, 2008") be construed as the distal end or the distal segment. (See Fig. 2 of Lurie). 
Moreover, none of the four elements 21, 22, 23 or 15 cited by the Examiner display a vertical 
orientation. 

As defined both by the dictionary, and by any reasonable definition, the distal segment 
terminating in the distal end ("the point where something ceases to exist,") of the rigid arm of Lurie 
is the portion of the arm pointing at an upward angle after the V-shaped bend of Lurie. Appellant 
respectfully submits, therefore, that the rejection was predicated upon plain error by the Examiner, 
and that this element recited in the independent Claims are not present in Lurie, Omura, nor their 
combination. Appellant further submits that the Examiner's confusion in the matter is further 
evidence that this element is not obvious. 



Replacement Brief of Lenna Baueriy 



25 



U.S. Pat. App. No. 10/763,426 



PLAIN ERROR IN CHARACTERIZING THE PRIOR ART: HORIZONTAL IS NOT THE SAME 
AS VERTICAL 

Independent Claims 1, 22 and 37 all include the limitation wherein the distal segment of the 
rigid arm is aligned or oriented vertically beneath the rigid interface member. The Office Action 
recited, as representative of these three claims, the element from Claim 1 "wherein the central 
extension curves into the distal segment which extends vertically downward from the 
central extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the planar interface 
area, "and suggested that Lurie includes the element. 

Appellant respectfully submits respectfully submits that the Examiner's characterization of 
Lurie is, prima facie, simply wrong, lacking rigor and credibility, and inconsistent with the plain 
meaning of the English language. Of the five elements of the Lurie rigid arm, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 15, 
cited by the Examiner on page 2 of the Office Action of January 10, 2008, only one, element 20, 
displays a vertical orientation, and this element is adjacent the table top, as seen in Fig. 2 and 
discussed on page 7, lines 9-10 of Lurie. It is not beneath the rigid interface member of Lurie. No 
segment of the rigid arm of Lurie disposed beneath the rigid interface member is oriented vertically, 
and the distal segment of the rigid arm of Lurie bends at an upward angle. "Support arm 14 is 
deflected upwardly into a hook 15 upon which handbag 11 is hung" (Lurie, page 6, italics and bold 
added). As noted above, independent claim 1 includes the limitation of a "distal segment which 
extends vertically downward." Claim 22 similarly recites "wherein the rigid arm is configured 
to position the distal segment in a vertical orientation," and claim 37 recites wherein "the rigid 
arm being configured such that the distal segment is aligned in a vertical orientation." 

Therefore, even assuming, arguendo, that the 'V-Shaped' segment of the rigid arm of Lurie 
somehow corresponds to the "distal end" recited in Claim 1, as suggested by the Examiner, the basic 
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laws of calculus (max-min theory) require that the slope of the rigid arm of Lurie is zero (0) at the V- 
crux (the lowest point) of the rigid arm of Lurie. This mathematically requires that the crux (bottom) 
of the V-shaped bend of the rigid arm of Lurie is exactly horizontal, not vertical. No segment of the 
Lurie rigid arm beneath the Lurie rigid interface member is vertical, as recited in independent claims 
1, 22 and 37. The distal segment of Lurie is oriented at an upward angle. 

The Examiner proposes hanging the flexible member of Omura from the V-crux of the Lurie 
rigid arm, a section that is exactly horizontal. Under no construction of the English language can 
horizontal mean vertical. They are as distinct from each other as is geometrically possible in 
Cartesian mathematics. To reject independent claims 1, 22 and 37 as obvious over Lurie in view of 
Omura, predicated on the logic that vertical and horizontal mean the same thing, is to do violence to 
the English language, and to the entire field of geometry. 

Because neither Lurie, Omura, nor their combination disclose or suggest a rigid arm bending 
into a distal segment configured to orient itself vertically beneath the rigid interface member in 
operation, as recited in claims 1, 22 and 37, even if Lurie and Omura could somehow be combined in 
a manner suggested by the examiner, their combination still would not establish a prima facie case of 
obviousness. The rejection is therefore predicated on plain error by the Examiner. In view of this 
plain error, Appellant respectfully submits that independent Claims 1, 22 and 37 stand in condition of 
allowance over the cited art. 

NO PRIMA FACIE CASE FOR OBVIOUSNESS 

A rigid arm bending into a vertical alignment beneath the rigid interface area is not found in 
either Lurie or Omura. It is a novel concept disclosed only in the Application under appeal. The fact 
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that the Appellant's design may seem simple in the hindsight of the Examiner is not grounds for 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103. 

In the instant application, the examiner has done little more than cite references to show that 
one or more elements or subcombinations thereof, when each is viewed in a vacuum, is 
known. The claimed invention, however, is clearly directed to a combination of elements. 
That is to say, appellant does not claim that he has invented one or more new elements but 
has presented claims to a new combination of elements. To support the conclusion that the 
claimed combination is directed to obvious subject matter, either the references must 
expressly or impliedly suggest the claimed combination or the examiner must present a 
convincing line of reasoning as to why the artisan would have found the claimed invention 
to have been obvious in light of the teachings of the references. . . . Based upon the record 
before us, we are convinced that the artisan would not have found it obvious to selectively 
pick and choose elements or concepts from the various references so as to arrive at the 
claimed invention without using the claims as a guide. is to be noted that simplicity and 
hindsight are not proper criteria for resolving the issue of obviousness." 

Ex parte Clapp, 227 USPQ 972, 973 (B.P.A.I. 1985), italics and bold added for emphasis. 

"There was no suggestion in the prior art to provided Deminiki with the motivation to design 
the valve assembly so that it would be removable as a unit. The board argues that if Peacock 
had followed the "common practice" of attaching the valve stem to the valve structure, then 
the valve assembly would be removable as a unit. The only way the board could have 
arrived at its conclusion was through hindsight analysis by reading into the art DeminskVs 
own teachings. Hindsight analysis is clearly improper, since the statutory test is whether 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made." 

In re Deminski 230 USPQ 313 at 316, Decided July 8, 1986. 



COMBINATION TEACHING AWAY FROM STATED PURPOSE 

The combination of Lurie and Omura, as suggested by the Examiner, teaches away from a 
stated purpose of the Application recited on page 2 of the Application. 

"Prior art purse hangers that are carried in a purse are easily lost within the purse, and 
difficult to find among other various items stored within a purse .... 

There remains therefore a need for a purse holder that can easily be located without becoming 
lost in the purse of a user." 
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(Application, Page 2, lines 1-6, Exhibit 1). 

The limitations recited in Claims 1, 22 and 37 of the Application satisfy this stated purpose 
by coupling the flexible member to the rigid arm, so that a user can, by feel, find the rigid arm and 
rigid interface member of the purse hanger. The Office Action of January 10, 2008 suggests that the 
flexible member of Omura can be somehow suspended from the rigid arm of Lurie. However, the 
design would be unworkable, and would fail to satisfy the stated purpose recited above. Figs. 1 and 
3 of Omura disclose a ring 7 functioning as a connection link between the flexible member 6 of 
Omura and the rigid arm 3 of Omura. The rigid arm of Lurie is a rigid cylindrical wire member. 
Assuming, arguendo, that the wire ring 7 (Figs. 1, 3) of Omura were slid onto the distal end 15 of the 
rigid wire arm of Lurie (Lurie, Fig. 2), and dangled from the "V-hook" 23, the wire ring of Omura 
would be free to slide up and down the rigid wire arm of Lurie. When in use, gravity would keep the 
wire ring 7 of Omura in the V-hook of Omura. However, if a user were to store the rigid interface 
member 12 of Lurie (Fig. 2) within a purse, the Omura ring 7 would be free to slide off the distal end 
of Lurie, requiring the user to rummage about her purse to locate the Lurie portion of this 
combination. No design features have been cited by the Examiner to prevent this problem when 
attempting to combine the teachings of Lurie and Omura. Accordingly, even if Lurie and Omura 
could somehow be combined in a manner suggested by the Examiner, their combination would be 
teaching away from the stated purposes achieved by the elements recited in independent claims 1, 22 
and 37. Referring to the United States v. Adams, 383 U.S. 39, 40 (148 USPQ 479, 1966), the 
Supreme Court has recently reaffirmed in KSR International Co. v. Teleflex, Inc the implication of 
combinations that are teaching away from the claimed invention. 

"The Court relied upon the corollary principle that when the prior art teaches away from 
combining certain known elements, discovery of a successful means of combining them is 
more likely to be nonobvious." 
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KSR International Co. v. Teleflex Inc., 82 USPT2d 1385 at 1395. In light of this ruling, the fact that 
the combination of Lurie and Omura teach away from the claimed invention is sufficient, by itself, to 
rebut any conclusion of obviousness. 

NO MOTIVATION TO COMBINE 

The 1992 Lurie disclosure presents a 'zero moment' design wherein the center of gravity of 
the purse is aligned with the rigid interface member. Lurie did not anticipate, nor seek to address the 
problem of finding a purse hanger stored in a purse between uses. 

The 1996 Omura disclosure does not disclose or suggest a "zero moment" design aligning the 
center of gravity of the purse beneath the rigid interface member, even though the Lurie disclosure 
was available to Omura. Rather, the design of the Omura apparatus requires that, to support a purse, 
the moment exerted by the weight of the rigid interface member (the stabilizing moment, clockwise 
with respect to Omura Fig. 4) must be greater than the destabilizing moment exerted by the weight of 
the purse (counter clock wise with respect to Omura Fig. 4). To attempt to position the distal end of 
the rigid arm ("iron bar" 3) of Omura beneath the table would move the Omura purse further from 
the table edge, increasing the destabilizing moment, decreasing the stabilizing moment, thereby 
further destabilizing the Omura purse hanger. 

Other than the raw concept of a "purse hanger," there are no design goals common to Lurie 
and Omura. In view of this distinction, Appellant respectfully submits that no motivation to combine 
the teachings of Omura and Lurie can be divined from either of these disclosures, and that any such 
motivation can therefore only be read into them by the Examiner. This principle is illustrated, for 
example, in Heidelberger Druckmaschine AG v. Hantscho Commercial Products, Inc., cited below: 
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When the patented invention is made by combining known components to achieve a new 
system, the prior art must provide a suggestion or motivation to make such a combination. 

Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG v. Hantscho Commercial Products, Inc., 30 USPQ 2d 1377, 
1379-80 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Because the two purse hangers operated on different theories, one on a "zero moment" 
design, and the other on a counter-balance device to overcome the moment exerted by the purse, the 
technological reasons to combine these patents are less than obvious. The fact is, Lurie was 
available when the Omura application was filed, but it was not referenced, nor was there any 
suggestion of utilizing a zero moment design. Apart from the general goal of supporting a purse, 
there is not a single goal of the Omura design common to the goals achieved by the Lurie design. In 
view of this fact, neither Omura nor Lurie can be construed as recite a motivation to combine them. 
The bare fact that they are both purse hangers is not a motivation. 

For at least these reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that independent Claims 1, 22 and 
37 stand in condition for allowance. 

DISCUSSION OF DEPENDENT CLAIM 2 
Claim 2 recites, 

The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the distal end of said rigid arm is 
oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 

Neither Lurie nor Omura disclose or suggest the limitation "wherein the distal end of said 
rigid arm is oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area." As 
discussed in the Application, the term "planar interface area" (23, 28) is not automatically 
synonymous with the rigid interface member. It may represent the area of felt, rubber, or cork 
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interface having an area smaller than the bottom surface of the rigid interface member (Figs. 2, 12, 
13), and may even include embodiments in which the geometric center of the planar interface area is 
beneath a hollow center area of a wire frame rigid member, not a physical member of the purse 
hanger (Fig. 18). The concept of a planar interface area distinct from the rigid interface member is 
not disclosed, or even remotely suggested by Lurie or Omura, thereby distinguishing claim 2 over 
Lurie, Omura, and their combination. However, assuming, arguendo, that the rigid interface 
members of Lurie and Omura correspond to the "planar interface area" recited in claim 2, as 
suggested by the Office Action, the physics of Omura prohibits the distal end of the rigid arm from 
aligning anywhere under the rigid member, and Lurie does not disclose or suggest the alignment of 
the distal end of the rigid arm beneath a geometric center of planar interface area. Therefore, even if 
Lurie and Omura could somehow be combined in a manner suggested by the Examiner, their 
combination still would not disclose or suggest this element, and therefore, would not establish a 
prima facie case for obviousness. 

For at least these reasons, Appellant respectfully submits that claim 2 stands allowable over 
Lurie, Omura, and their combination. 
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CLAIM APPENDIX 

1 1 . A purse hanger comprising: 

2 a) a rigid interface member defining a planar interface area; 

3 b) a rigid arm with a proximal segment terminating at a proximal end, a distal 

4 segment terminating at a distal end, and a central extension disposed between a 

5 proximal segment and a distal segment, wherein the proximal end is coupled 

6 with the rigid interface member, the proximal segment being in a orientation 

7 substantially parallel to the planar interface area and curving into the central 

8 extension, and wherein the central extension curves into the distal segment 

9 which extends vertically downward from the central extension when the distal 

10 end is positioned vertically beneath the planar interface area; and, 

11 c) a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, 

12 and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

1 2. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the distal end of said rigid arm is 

2 oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 

1 22. In combination: 

2 a) a horizontal surface; and 

3 b) a purse hanger for hanging a purse from a horizontal surface, the purse hanger 

4 comprising: 

5 (i) a rigid interface member with a planar interface configured to 

6 rest on said horizontal surface; 
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7 (ii) a rigid arm with a proximal segment terminating at a proximal 

8 end, a distal segment terminating at a distal end, and a central 

9 extension extending from a the proximal segment through a 

10 first bend, and extending into the distal segment through a 

1 1 second bend, the central extension being oriented, at least in 

12 part, in a direction different from the proximal segment, and in a 

13 direction different from the distal segment, the proximal end 

14 being coupled to said rigid interface member, wherein the rigid 

15 arm is configured to position the distal segment in a vertical 

16 orientation that is vertically aligned beneath the rigid interface 

17 member when the rigid interface member is disposed on the 

18 horizontal surface. 

19 c) a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible 

20 member secured to said distal end of said rigid arm; and 

21 d) a purse engagement member coupled with said second end of said flexible 

22 member. 

1 37. A purse hanger comprising: 

2 a) a rigid interface member with a planar interface area; 

3 b) a bent rigid arm with a proximal segment terminating at a proximal 

4 end, and a distal segment terminating at a distal end, wherein the proximal segment is 

5 coupled to said interface member in an orientation substantially parallel to the planar 

6 interface area, the rigid arm being configured such that the distal segment is aligned in 
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7 a vertical orientation vertically beneath the planar interface area when the planar 

8 interface area is horizontal, and wherein the distal end comprises a securement 

9 member; 

10 c) a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said 

1 1 flexible member secured to the securement member; and 

12 d) a purse engagement member coupled with said second end of said 

1 3 flexible member. 
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U.S. Patent Application 10/763,426 

To 

Shelly Lenna Bauerly 



PURSE HANGER 



Patent Application 
Bauerly 00100 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



Field of the Invention 



The present invention is directed to the field of mechanical devices. More 
particularly, the present invention is directed to a purse hanger for hanging purses and 
handbags from tabletops and surfaces. 

Description of the Prior Art 



At coffeehouses, restaurants, bars, or indoor and outdoor cafes, people crowd at tables 
with limited space. In addition to space for food and drink, table tops are often called upon to 

15 support ash trays, chess boards, books, newspapers, etc. Those who carry purses and 
handbags often crowd their handbags into the center of the table. Purses and handbags on a 
tabletop reduce the space on the tabletop, and are an annoyance when reaching for food, 
drink, or other items. Some handbag users choose to sit with their handbags on their 
respective laps, creating a less than leisurely atmosphere. Others elect to place their handbag 

20 on the floor or sidewalk next to their chair, under their chair, or beneath the table. Multiple 
inconveniences abound from these options, however. Floors and sidewalks are often 
unsanitary, and wholly unsuitable for contact with anything other than the bottom of one's 
shoe. Additionally, purses and handbags which are placed next to or under a chair are 
completely out of the line of sight of the owner, and can be stolen without the knowledge of 

25 the owner until it is time to leave. Even when not stolen, the vigilance required to continually 
check on a purse or handbag beneath a chair again detracts from the leisure and pleasure of a 
cafe or restaurant experience. 

Purse hangers for hanging a purse from a table often align the weight of a purse in an 
30 unstable position, causing the purse holder to slide off the table. Bolting or fastening a purse 
hanger to a table top prevents a purse hanger from sliding off the table, but are only useful 
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when a purse owner sits at the table fitted with the fixed-in-place purse hanger. Prior art 
purse hangers that are carried in a purse are easily lost within the purse, and difficult to find 
among other various items stored within a purse. 

5 There remains therefore a need for a purse holder that can easily be located without 

becoming lost in the purse of a user. There is also a need for a purse holder that will not 
readily slide off a tabletop. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

10 

According to an embodiment of the invention, a purse hanger for hanging a purse from 
a flat surface comprises a rigid interface member defining a substantially planar interface area 
that is co-planar with the flat surface. A rigid arm has a proximal end coupled with the rigid 
interface member and a distal end oriented vertically beneath the planar interface area. The 
15 proximal end can be swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member, or fixedly coupled, 

according to alternative embodiments. A flexible member has a first end coupled to the distal 
end of the rigid arm, and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member for engaging a 
strap of a purse. 

20 According to one embodiment, the rigid arm is detachably coupled with the rigid 

interface member. 

The rigid interface member can have a storage cavity, which can contain various 
personal items including, but not limited to one or more shades of lip gloss, foundation, make 
25 up, vitamins, drugs, a timepiece, a cellular telephone, a camera and combinations thereof. 
The storage cavity can be divided into multiple storage spaces by modular inserts. 

A cover for covering the storage cavity has a securement means for securing the cover 
to the rigid interface member. The securement means may include, but is not limited to snaps, 
30 clasps, hooks, hinges, magnets, threaded members, and combinations thereof. 
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The rigid arm can include a horizontal extension parallel with the planar interface 
area, and a vertical extension that is about perpendicular to the horizontal extension. 
The vertical extension can include a lengthening means for altering a length of the vertical 
extension. The flexible member will preferably have at least one swivel joint, which can 
include a top swivel member coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, a bottom swivel 
member coupled to the purse engagement member, or a swivel link. 

The purse engagement member is advantageously formed from a rigid loop having a 
movable loop member movably engaged to a primary loop member. When the movable loop 
member is in a first position, the purse engagement loop is a closed loop, and when the 
movable loop member is in a second position, the purse engagement member is an open loop. 
The movable loop member can be movably engaged to the primary loop member through a 
pivot means or through a slide means, such as a tubular member into which the movable loop 
member can retract. A spring member urges the movable loop member toward the first 
position. 

A method for storing a purse hanger comprises the steps of securing the purse 
engagement member to a purse handle, opening the purse, flexing the flexible member, and, 
placing the rigid interface member within the purse, wherein the purse engagement member 
remains secured to the purse strap. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a purse supported from a table by the purse holder of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged isometric view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 
with a hinged movable loop member. 

FIG. 3 is an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 partially stored within a purse 
while the purse engagement loop remains engaged to a purse handle. 
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FIG. 4 is an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 partially stored within a purse 
while the purse engagement loop remains engaged to a purse handle. 

5 FIG. 5 is a top plan embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 having a timepiece 

within the rigid interface member and a slide opening purse engagement member. 

FIG. 6 is an isometric view of the flexible member of the purse holder of FIG. 1 
comprising a swivel ball chain swivelably secured to an upper flexible member coupling. 

10 

FIG. 7 is an isometric view of a vertical extension portion of a rigid arm of the purse 
holder of FIG. 1 with a turnbuckle for adjusting the vertical length of the rigid arm. 

FIG. 8 is a cross sectional view of the turnbuckle of FIG. 7 showing the interior thread 
15 engagement with the vertical extension. 

FIG. 9 is an isometric view of an embodiment of the rigid interface member of FIG. 1 
having a neck comprising a detachable ball and assembly. 

20 FIG. 10 is an isolated view of the rigid interface member of FIG. 1 swiveling about the 

rigid arm. 

FIG. 1 1 is a cross sectional top plan view of a threaded neck embodiment of the purse 
holder of FIG. 1 engaged with a threaded rigid arm. 

25 

FIG. 12 is a rear elevational view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 showing a swivel 
engagement of the rigid interface member with the rigid arm. 

FIG. 13 is a front elevational view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 
30 showing a hinged cover coupled to the top end of the rigid interface member and padding 
coupled to a bottom surface of the rigid interface member. 



Exhibit 1, Bauerly appeal 



4 



January 25, 2009 



Patent Application 
Bauerly 00100 



FIG. 14. is an isometric view of an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 13 with a 
mirror formed in the cover and lip gloss in the rigid interface embodiment. 

5 FIG. 15 is a top plan view an embodiment of the purse holder of FIG. 1 with an 

enlarged knob and choke flange securing the rigid interface member to the rigid arm. 

FIG. 16 an isometric view of the purse holder of FIG. 1 with a threaded cover and 
modular insert members fitting inside the rigid interface member, and a flexible member 
10 comprising gold braid surrounding a high tensile strength core. 

FIG. 16a is a cross sectional view of the flexible member of FIG. 16. 

FIG. 17 is an embodiment of the flexible member of FIG. 1 comprised of pearls strung 
15 around a high tensile strength core. 

FIG. 18 is an alternative embodiment of a purse hanger having a rigid interface 
member comprising a frame with multiple legs. 

20 FIG. 19 is the purse hanger of FIG. 1 having a rigid arm with a progressive curve. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Overview 

25 Referring primarily to FIGS. 1 and 2, a purse hanger 20 for hanging a purse 80 from a 

horizontal surface such as a tabletop 21 has a rigid interface member 22. As used herein, the 
term purse includes any handbag device having at least one handle 81 for carrying by hand, or 
for looping over a shoulder, and a compartment area for carrying personal items and chattels. 

30 A rigid arm 45 extends horizontally outward from the rigid interface member. The 

rigid arm 45 has a proximal end 46 and a distal end 55. The proximal end is coupled to the 
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neck 38 of the rigid interface member 22. Preferably, the neck is pivotably coupled to the 
rigid arm, thereby allowing the distal end to pivot to a lowest gravitational position. 
Embodiments are envisioned, however, wherein the rigid arm 45 is secured to the neck 38 in a 
non-pivoting relationship. 

5 

The rigid interface member 22 has a planar interface area 23. In the embodiment of 
FIG. 2, the planar interface area is about co-extensive with the bottom surface of the rigid 
interface member. In the embodiment of FIG. 13, the planar interface area 23 is defined by 
the bottom surface of a pad 28 in contact with the tabletop 21. In the embodiment of FIG. 18, 
10 the planar interface area 23 is a substantially triangular area with the corners of the triangle 
established by the position of the three legs 87. As discussed in greater detail herein, a purse 
will hang in a stable orientation from a purse hanger 20 if the distal end 55 of the rigid arm 45 
is positioned vertically beneath the planar interface area 23. 

15 A flexible member 60 is secured to the distal end 55 through an upper flexible member 

coupling 61, and to a purse engagement member shown as a rigid loop 70 through a lower 
flexible member coupling 62. One or more straps 81 of a purse 80 are placed within the rigid 
loop. The rigid interface member 22 is placed on a table top, and the purse hangs from the 
table top, suspended by the purse holder. Certain prior art purse holders have suspended a 

20 purse strap from the tip of a metal rod, potentially damaging or even poking a hole in an 
expensive purse strap. Because the strap rests in a rigid loop, the present invention does not 
inflict damage to purse straps. 

A common inconvenience of prior art purse holders has been that, when stored within 
25 the purse, subsequent use requires searching for the purse holder amidst a purse full of 
personal items, or abandoning the search and storing the handbag or purse below the table or 
in a traditional manner. An advantage of the present invention is the flexible member 60. 
Referring primarily to FIGS. 3 and 4, when the purse hanger is not in use, the flexible 
member 60 of the present invention allows most of the purse hanger 20 to be stored inside the 
30 purse 80 while the purse engagement member 70 remains secured to a purse strap 81. 
Because the purse hanger can be easily located in the purse due to its connection to the purse 
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strap 81, the purse holder is easily located no matter how many personal items are stored in a 
purse. 

The Interface Member 

5 Referring primarily to FIGS. 5 and 9-16, the rigid interface member 22 has a flat 

bottom surface 24 defining the planar interface 23 for resting parallel to a tabletop 21. The 
planar interface area 23 can be coextensive with the bottom surface 24 of the rigid interface 
member, as shown in FIG. 2, or can be defined by padding 28 attached to the bottom surface, 
as shown in FIG. 13 and discussed further below. 

10 

An alternative embodiment shown in FIG. 18 includes a multi-leg embodiment 25 of a 
rigid interface member comprising a frame 26 with three legs 87 extending therefrom. The 
distal ends of the legs individually interface with a tabletop 21, and thereby define a 
geometric plane which includes the planar interface 23. 

15 

As best seen in FIGS. 12, 13 and 18, a layer of padding 28 established an optimal 
frictional contact with a table top 21, and avoids scratching table surfaces. The padding can 
be formed from a variety of materials, including but not limited to felt, cork, rubber, or other 
materials. Those skilled in the art will recognize that in embodiments utilizing layer of 
20 padding, the planar interface 23 is technically established by the padding, not the rigid 
interface member 22 or the distal ends of the legs 87. 

According to one embodiment, the rigid interface member 22 releasably couples to a 
cover 29 by a securement means, shown in FIGS. 5, and 14 as a clasp and hinge assembly. 

25 An upper clasp 32 on the cover engages a lower clasp 33 on the rigid interface member to 
secure the cover in place. When the clasp release 34 is pressed by a user, the clasp assembly 
releases the cover from the rigid interface member. According to the embodiment shown in 
FIGS. 9, 10, and 13, an optional hinge 31 prevents the cover from detaching completely from 
the rigid interface member 22. A hinge can also be used independent of a clasp means. The 

30 hinge assembly 31 can advantageously be used with other mechanical closing devices, such as 
a two-position rocker- and- spring assembly, wherein, when the cover is below a center 
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position, the cover is urged shut by the spring, and when lifted above the rocker point, the 
cover is urged open by the spring. 

FIG. 16 shows an alternative embodiment wherein the cover 29 releasably engages the 
5 rigid interface member in a threadable engagement. Mutually engageable upper threads 34 
and lower threads 35 are respectively formed around the edges of the cover 29 and the rigid 
interface member 22. 

As seen in FIGS. 14 and 16, a storage cavity 30 within the rigid interface member 22 
10 can be used to store personal items, such as lip gloss 41 or other forms of make-up 82, 
prescription medications 83, a condom, or other small personal items. Consumable personal 
items such as lip gloss will preferably be stored in a pre-formed container that can be removed 
and replaced within the storage cavity 30. FIG. 16 shows an alternative embodiment 
including modular inserts 43 which can be used to segregate storage of separate items, such as 
15 different shades of lip gloss or make-up, different prescription medications, etc. 

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment comprising a timepiece 44 disposed within the 
storage cavity 30, and a watch stem 27 extending out of the side of the rigid interface member 
22. Alternative electrical and mechanical devices such as battery operated timepieces, 

20 cameras, or cellular telephones stored within the cavity 30 are envisioned within the scope of 
the claimed invention. Those skilled in the art will understand that insertion ports for 
batteries, digital memory, cell-phone ear plugs, and other electro-mechanical accessories can 
be positioned in a variety of places, such as in the bottom surface 24, the side of the rigid 
interface member 22, or in the storage cavity 30 as accessed after opening the cover 29. 

25 Watches and other electronic and mechanical devices are preferably removable for battery 
replacement, servicing, or exchanging with other insertable devices and members. 

The upper surface of the rigid interface member, seen in FIG. 1, 9 and 19 will 
preferably be a decorative member. Expensive embodiments can include onyx, lapis lazuli, or 
30 other precious or semi-precious stones, as well as porcelain, ceramic, gold, platinum and 
silver etchings, and other jeweled and decorative surfaces. The decorative surfaces can 
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include various artistic displays, emblems of college and professional sports teams, casinos, 
restaurants, inaugurations, sports championships and other commemorative events. 

A neck 38 extending horizontally from the rigid interface member 22 is discussed in 
5 greater detail in conjunction with the rigid arm 45. The neck can be integrally formed with 
the rigid interface member, or securely attached thereto. The axis of the neck is preferably 
parallel to the planar interface area 23. 

The Rigid Arm 

10 The neck 38 couples a rigid arm 45 to the rigid interface member 22. 

Referring primarily to FIGS. 2, 5-12 and 14-16, the rigid arm 45 is formed from a 
rigid material or combination of materials that are strong enough to maintain a preformed 
shape while supporting the weight of a purse. Materials can include, but not limited to metal, 
15 graphite, composite and kevlar compositions or combinations. The rigid arm preferably 
includes a horizontal extension 50 and a vertical extension 51. Embodiments are envisioned 
wherein the rigid arm is single piece construction, such as a contiguous wire rod. Alternative 
embodiments discussed in greater detail below envision a rigid arm having multiple separate 
members joined by a linking piece, such as a turnbuckle. 

20 

The proximal end 46 of the rigid arm is located at the tip of the horizontal extension 
50, and couples with the neck 38 of the rigid interface member 22. When the rigid arm is 
coupled with the neck 38, the horizontal extension of the rigid arm is parallel to the planar 
interface area 23. 

25 

The distal end 55 of the rigid arm couples with the flexible member 60 through an 
upper flexible member coupling 61. 

As discussed above, the engagement between the proximal end 46 of the rigid arm 45 
30 and the neck 38 is preferably a swivelable engagement. FIG. 5 shows a basic swivel 
engagement that permanently couples the horizontal extension 50 to the neck 38. 
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FIG. 9 shows a swivel engagement including an inner neck portion 38a extending 
from the rigid interface member 22 and an outer neck portion 38b coupled with the horizontal 
extension 50. A release means shown as a ball-detent engagement allows the rigid interface 
5 member 22 to be detached from the rigid arm 45. A depressible ball 58 in the inner neck 
engages a detent opening 59 in the outer neck portion 38b to form a ball-detent engagement. 
The rigid interface member 22 can be released from the rigid arm 45 by depressing the ball 58 
and withdrawing the inner neck 38a from the outer neck 38b. 

10 FIG. 11 shows an alternative swivel embodiment with a release means comprising a 

threaded engagement between the horizontal extension 50 of the rigid arm 45 and the neck 38. 
The horizontal extension 50 includes a threaded portion 48 engaged with a threaded interior 
42 of the neck 38. The threaded embodiment allows the horizontal extension 50 of the rigid 
arm 45 to swivel within the neck 38. Although threaded engagements can allow a rigid 

15 interface member 22 to be detached from the rigid arm 45, alternative embodiments are 
envisioned wherein a stop, such as a thread interruption, prevents the complete unscrewing 
and detachment of the rigid arm from the rigid interface member. 

FIG. 15 is an alternative swivelable embodiment having an enlargement shown as a 
20 rounded boss 47 formed on the proximal end of the rigid arm, and secured within the neck by 
a constriction shown as a choke flange 37 within the neck 38. 

The specific embodiments of swivelable and releasable engagements of the rigid arm 
45 and the rigid interface member 22, as described above, however, are exemplary, and are 
25 not intended to limit other swivel engagements that are fully intended within the scope of the 
claims, including detachable and non-detachable swivel engagements. Additionally, non- 
swivelable embodiments are envisioned wherein the rigid arm 45 is engaged to the neck 38 in 
a non-swiveling relationship. 

30 As shown in FIGS. 1, 2, 5, 12, 14 and 16, rigid arm embodiments 45 can include a 

vertical extension 51 perpendicular to the horizontal extension 50. A lengthening means on 
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the vertical extension 51, shown as a turnbuckle 49, allows adjustment of the vertical distance 
between the planar interface area 23 and the distal end 55 of the rigid arm 45. A vertical 
lengthening means allows the purse hanger 20 to be adjusted according to the thickness of the 
table, bar, or other horizontal surface from which a purse may be hung. By positioning the 
5 lengthening means on a vertical extension 51, the act of lengthening or shortening the vertical 
extension will not move the distal end 55 out of the center axis. 

FIGS. 7 and 8 show an enlarged view of a lengthening means in the form of a threaded 
turnbuckle 49 coupling an upper member 56 and a lower member 57 of the vertical extension. 
10 According to one embodiment, the turnbuckle can be completely unscrewed from at least one 
of the upper and lower members 56, 57, thereby allowing the user to combine a different 
flexible member 60 with the purse hanger assembly. An alternative embodiment, however, 
envisions stops such as enlarged unthreaded portions on the upper and lower members 56, 57 
that prevent detachment of the upper and lower members from the turnbuckle. 

15 

FIG. 19 illustrates alternative embodiment with a rigid arm 45 defined by a large 
progressive curve. The shape of the rigid arms in the figures are exemplary, and other 
alternative shapes are envisioned. The rigid arm can be formed from multiple members, such 
as two rods and a turnbuckle as shown in FIG. 16, or from single piece construction as shown 
20 in FIG. 19. 

The Stable Region 

As best seen in FIGS. 12, 13 and 18, the stable region 69 is the region vertically 
beneath the planar interface area 23. When a purse 80 is suspended by a purse hanger 20 
25 supported by a flat surface 21, and the distal end 55 of the rigid arm 45 is within the stable 
region, the sum of the moments acting on the rigid interface member will be zero, allowing a 
purse hanger to remain in a stable orientation. In swivel embodiments, the rigid arm will be 
urged by gravity to pivot until the distal end 55 passes into the stable region. In non- 
swiveling embodiments, the distal end will be fixedly disposed within the stable region. 
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As noted above, the planar interface area 23 depends on the shape and arrangement of 
the member or members in physical contact with the tabletop. In the embodiment of FIG. 2, 
the planar interface area is about co-extensive with the bottom surface of the rigid interface 
member. In the embodiment of FIG. 13, the planar interface area 23 is defined by the bottom 
5 surface of a felt, rubber or cork pad 28 in contact with the tabletop 21. In the multi-leg 
embodiment 25 of FIG. 18, the planar interface area 23 is a substantially triangular area with 
the corners of the triangle established by the position of the three legs 87. 

As best seen in FIG. 12, the stable region 69 vertically beneath the planar interface 
10 area 23 is largest when the planar interface area is horizontal. When the rigid interface 
member is swiveled to a non-horizontal orientation, the stable region 69 collapses in size. 

The weight of a purse will naturally cause some flexure of a rigid arm, and can alter 
the horizontal position of the distal end 55. If bending or flexure were to move the distal end 

15 out of the stable region 69 during use, the purse hanger would become unstable. FIGS. 1, 2 
and 19 show a purse hanger 20 designed, when a purse of a predetermined weight is 
supported by the purse hanger, the distal end 55 is aligned along the center axis 68 that 
intersects the geometric center 67 of the planar interface area 23 at right angles. According to 
this design, minor flexure of the rigid arm or minor manufacturing variations will not move 

20 the distal end 55 outside of the stable region 69 or otherwise degrade the stability or 
usefulness of the purse hanger. In swiveling embodiments, the arc defined by the distal end 
55 will pass through the center axis 68. In non-swiveling embodiments, the distal end 55 of 
the rigid arm should be fixedly disposed in vertical alignment beneath the planar interface 
area 23 when the planar interface area is horizontal. 

25 

The Flexible Member 

As best shown in FIGS. 1-5 and 16, a flexible member 60 has a first end with an upper 
flexible member coupling 61 for coupling with the distal end 55 of rigid arm 45, and a second 
end with a lower flexible member coupling 62 for coupling with the purse engagement loop 
30 70. The flexible member can be formed from any material or combination of materials that is 
sufficiently flexible to allow the purse hanger 20 to be stored in a purse 80 without detaching 



Exhibit 1, Bauerly appeal 



12 



January 25, 2009 



Patent Application 
Bauerly 00100 

the purse engagement loop 70 from the purse strap, and strong enough to reliably hold a purse 
in a suspended position. The opening in the purse can be substantially closed with the flexible 
member protruding through a small opening. Because part of the flexible member will remain 
outside the purse, the user can easily pull the remainder of the purse hanger out of the purse 
5 for use. According to a preferred embodiment, the flexible member will be between one inch 
and four inches in length. The appended claims, however, comprehend embodiments having 
a flexible member less than one inch or greater than four inches. 

When a purse 80 hangs from a purse hanger as in FIG. 1, an impact against the purse 
10 80, such as might be imparted from a knee or chair, can impart a torque to the purse which 
can be transmitted to the interface member 22, dislodging it from the tabletop 21. Such 
torque, however, can be dissipated by allowing the purse to spin when impacted by a knee or 
chair. The flexible member 60, therefore, should include at least one swivel member. FIG. 5 
shows a purse hanger with a swivel engagement in the upper flex coupling 61, and a flexible 
15 member 60 in the form of a swivel ball chain. FIG. 2 shows a purse hanger with swivel 
engagements for the upper flex coupling 61 and the lower flexible coupling 62, as well as a 
swivel ball chain for the flexible member. FIG. 6 is an enlarged view of a swivel ball chain 
that can detachably connect to the upper flexible member coupling 61. 

20 FIG. 16 and cross sectional view 16A show a non swiveling flexible member 60 

comprising a flexible high strength tensile core 65 surrounded by decorative external layering, 
shown as gold braid 64. High strength tensile members can include, but are not limited to 
steel or other wire rope, nylon, spun glass, carbon kevlar, as well as composites that are not 
yet developed. External decorative layering can include, but is not limited to, gold, silver or 

25 platinum chain or braid, as well as other jewelry. FIG. 17 shows pearls 66 strung on a high 
tensile strength core 65. Because a high tensile strength core such as steel rope will impart 
torque when twisted, and will not release the torque through swiveling, embodiments 
comprising a non- swiveling flexible member such as FIGS. 16 and 17 comprise non- 
swivelable flexible members 60 connected with swivelable upper flexible member coupling 

30 61 and lower flexible member coupling 62. 
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The Purse Engagement Loop 

FIGS. 1-4 show a purse engagement loop 70 for holding the handle, or handles 81 of a 
purse 80. Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5, a purse engagement loop 70 is a rigid member having a 
primary loop member 71 and a movable loop member in the form of a hinged member 72 that 
5 is hingably secured to the primary loop member. The hinged member 72 can move between 
first and second positions relative to the primary loop member. A spring member urges the 
movable loop to the first position. When the movable loop member is moved from the first 
position to the second position relative to the primary loop member, the loop 70 is an open 
loop, and one or both purse straps 81, can be inserted through the opening and placed into the 
10 loop. When the hinged member 72 is restored to the first position, the loop 70 becomes a 
closed loop, securely holding the purse strap(s) inside the loop. 

According to the embodiment of FIG. 2, the movable loop member 72 is attached to 
the primary loop member 71 by a hinge74, and moves between the first and second positions 
15 in a swivel motion. A spring 73 exerts a force between the primary loop member and the 
hinged member 72 to urge the hinged member to swivel to the closed position. 

The embodiment of FIG. 5 shows a primary loop member having a tubular 
construction 76, and a movable loop member in the form of a slidable member 75 that can 
20 slidably retract into the tubular construction. A helical spring 78 is positioned within the 
tubular construction to urge the slidable member 75 into a closed position. A finger tab 77 on 
the slidable member provides a means for a user to retract the slidable member. 

An alternative embodiment for purse engagement loop 70, seen in FIG. 1, comprises a 
25 continuous loop without any movable member. During fabrication of a purse, a purse handle 
81, or multiple handles, as in FIG. 1 are inserted through the continuous rigid loop 70. The 
purse handle is then fixed to the purse 80 in a manner known in purse construction. The purse 
hanger 20 is thereby permanently or semi-permanently affixed to the purse handle. 

30 The present invention is directed to a purse hanger for hanging a purse from a 

table or other horizontal surfaces. The purse hanger has a flexible member allowing the rigid 
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interface member of the purse hanger to be stored in the purse without detaching the purse 
engagement member 70 from a purse strap. Many features that would be readily understood 
to one skilled in the art have not been discussed so as to not needlessly obscure important 
features of the claimed invention. At the same time, many specific details included herein are 
5 descriptive of particular embodiments, but are not essential to every embodiment 
comprehended by the appended claims. Accordingly, these details should not be construed to 
limit the scope of the claims appended hereto. It will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that many modifications, alternatives and equivalent embodiments are possible without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention set forth in the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS 

I Claim: 

1 1 . A purse hanger for hanging a purse from a flat surface comprising: 

2 a) a rigid interface member defining a planar interface area; 

3 b) a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled with the rigid interface member and a 

4 distal end; 

5 c) a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, 

6 and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

1 2. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the planar interface area is 

2 substantially co-planar with said flat surface, and wherein said distal end of said rigid 

3 arm is oriented vertically beneath said planar interface area. 
4 

5 3. The purse hanger according to claim 1 further comprising a purse with a purse strap 

6 engaged with said purse engagement member. 

1 4. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid arm is swivelably coupled 

2 with the rigid interface member. 

1 5. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid arm is detachably coupled 

2 with the rigid interface member. 

1 6. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the rigid interface member has a 

2 storage cavity. 

1 7. The purse hanger according to claim 6 further comprising storage members stored in 

2 said storage cavity, said storage members being selected from among a group 

3 consisting of lip gloss, foundation, make up, vitamins, drugs, a condom, modular 

4 inserts, a timepiece, a cellular telephone, a camera and combinations thereof. 



Exhibit 1, Bauerly appeal 



January 25, 2009 



Patent Application 
Bauerly 00100 

1 8. The purse hanger according to claim 6 further comprising a cover for covering said 

2 storage cavity, and securement means for securing said cover to said rigid interface 

3 member. 

1 9. The purse hanger according to claim 8 wherein said securement means is selected 

2 from among a group consisting of snaps, clasps, hooks, hinges, magnets, threaded 

3 members, and combinations thereof. 

1 10. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein said rigid arm comprises a horizontal 

2 extension parallel with said planar interface area. 

1 11. The purse hanger according to claim 10 wherein the rigid arm comprises a vertical 

2 extension that is about perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 

1 12. The purse hanger according to claim 1 1 wherein the vertical extension has a 

2 lengthening means for altering a length of the vertical extension. 

1 13. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the first end of the flexible member is 

2 coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint. 

1 14. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the second end of the flexible member 

2 is coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint. 

1 15. The purse hanger according to claim 1 wherein the purse engagement member is a 

2 rigid loop. 

1 16. The purse hanger according to claim 15 wherein the rigid loop is a single continuous 

2 loop. 

1 17. The purse hanger according to claim 15 wherein the rigid loop is a formed from a 

2 movable loop member movably engaged to a primary loop member, wherein, when 
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1 the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 

2 when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop. 

1 18. The purse hanger according to claim 17 wherein the movable loop member is movably 

2 engaged to the primary loop member through a pivot means. 

1 19. The purse hanger according to claim 17 wherein the movable loop member is slidably 

2 engaged to the primary loop member through a slide means. 

1 20. The purse hanger according to claim 19 wherein said slide means includes a tubular 

2 member into which the movable loop member can retract. 

1 21. The purse hanger according to claim 17 further comprising a spring member for 

2 urging said movable loop member toward said first position. 

1 22. A purse hanger for hanging a purse from a horizontal surface comprising: 

2 a) a rigid interface member with a planar interface area resting on said horizontal 

3 surface; 

4 b) a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled to said interface member and a distal 

5 end disposed vertically beneath said planar interface area; 

6 c) a flexible member with first and second ends, said first end of said flexible 

7 member secured to said distal end of said rigid arm; 

8 d) a purse engagement member coupled with said second end of said flexible 

9 member. 

1 23. The purse hanger of claim 22 wherein the flexible member is at least one inch long. 

1 24. The purse hanger of claim 22 wherein said purse engagement member is a rigid loop. 

1 25. The purse hanger of claim 24 wherein the rigid loop comprises a primary loop 

2 member coupled to a movable loop member, said movable loop member being 
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1 movable between first and second positions, wherein, in said first position, said rigid 

2 loop is a closed loop, and in said second position, said rigid loop is an open loop. 

1 26. The purse hanger of claim 25 further comprising a spring member engaged with said 

2 primary loop member and with said movable loop member to urge said movable loop 

3 member to said first position. 

1 27. The purse hanger according to claim 22 wherein said rigid arm has a lengthening 

2 means. 

1 28. The purse hanger according to claim 27 wherein said lengthening means comprises a 

2 turnbuckle. 

1 29. The purse hanger according to claim 22 further comprising a storage cavity within said 

2 rigid interface member. 

1 30. The purse hanger according to claim 29 further comprising a cover for covering said 

2 storage cavity, and a cover engagement means for engaging said cover to said rigid 

3 interface member. 

1 31. The purse hanger of claim 30 wherein the cover engagement means is selected from 

2 among a group consisting of hinges, clasps, threaded members, chains, clips, and 

3 combinations thereof. 

1 32. The purse hanger according to claim 29 further comprising storage members stored 

2 within said storage cavity, said storage members selected form among a group 

3 consisting of lip gloss, foundation, modular dividers, vitamins, prescription 

4 medication, a condom, a cell phone, a time piece, a camera, and combinations thereof. 

1 33. A method for storing a purse hanger having a rigid arm with a proximal end extending 

2 from a rigid interface member and a distal end secured to a first end of a flexible 
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3 member, a second end of said flexible member having a purse engagement member 

4 secured to a strap of a purse, the method comprising the steps: 

5 a) opening the purse; 

6 b) flexing said flexible member; and, 

7 c) placing said rigid interface member within said purse, wherein said purse engagement 

8 member remains secured to said purse strap. 

1 34. The method of claim 33 further comprising the step of substantially closing said purse, 

2 wherein said flexible member protrudes through a small opening in said purse. 
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A purse hanger for hanging a purse from a flat surface has a rigid interface member 
defining a substantially planar interface area that is co-planar with the flat surface during use. 

5 A rigid arm has a proximal end swivelably coupled with the rigid interface member and a 
distal end, which, in use, is oriented by gravity to a position vertically beneath the planar 
interface area. A flexible member has a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm, 
and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member such as a rigid loop securing the 
purse strap. The flexible member allows the rigid interface member to be stored in the purse 

10 while the purse engagement member remains secured to the purse strap. The rigid interface 
member can have a storage cavity for storing personal items. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's reply filed 10/1 1/07 is acknowledged. Claims 1-2, 4-32, 35-39 and 41 
are currently pending. Claims 3, 33-34 and 40 had been canceled. Claims 5-9, 19-20, 
29-32 and 35-36 had been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 10-11, 13-18 and 22-25, 37-39 and 41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over GB Patent No. 2,253,998 to Lurie et al. in 
view of JP 1 0-1 1 3275 to Omura. 

As to claims 1 and 22, Lurie et al teaches hanger device for hanging handbags, 
purses or the like (Figs. 1-4) from a horizontal surface, comprising a rigid interface 
member defining a planar interface area (12); a rigid arm with a proximal segment 
terminating at proximal end 1 9, a distal segment 20, 21 , 22, 23, 1 5) terminating at distal 
end 21 , 22, 23, 15, a centrally extension ( a bend or curve between 13 and 20) disposed 
between proximal segment and a distal segment, wherein the proximal end is coupled 
with the rigid interface member, the proximal end being in a orientation substantially 
parallel to the planar interface area and curving into the central extension, and wherein 
the central extension curves into the distal segment which extends vertically downward 
(20) from the central extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the 
planar interface area. Note that the distal end in this case, the examiner considers as 
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segment (21, 22, 23, 15 upon which a handbag, purse or the like can be supported or 
secured). 

The Lurie device differs from claim 1 of the present invention in that it is not 
provided with a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end (at the v- 
shaped) of the rigid arm, and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

Omura teaches the concept of such, Omura teaches the hanger device with a 
flexible member (6) having a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm (3) and a 
second end coupled to a purse engagement member (8). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the rat at the time the invention was made to provide a flexible 
member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm and a second end 
coupled to a purse engagement member as in Omura on the hook of Lurie in order to 
allow a user to hang the type of the purse where there is no full top closure of the 
interior of the purse and to provide a configuration which to be easily opened/closed 
and/or attached/detached (Omura, abstract). 

As to claim 2, Lurie as modified also teaches the distal end of the rigid arm being 
oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 

As to claim 4, Lurie et al. as modified also teaches the rigid arm being swivelably 
coupled (5) with the rigid interface member. 

Continuing to claims 1 0-1 1 and 38, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the rigid 
arm comprising a horizontal extension (13) (Fig. 2), which is parallel with the planar 
interface area; and the rigid arm having a vertical extension (20) that is substantially 
perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 
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As to claim 1 3, Lurie et al as modified also teaches first end of the flexible 
member (6, Omura) being coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint (7). 
Note that the examiner considers the ring 7 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 7 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claim 14, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the second end of the flexible 
member being coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint (Omura, 9). 
The examiner also considers the ring 9 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 9 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claims 15-16, the purse engagement member (8) of Omura as modified is 
also a rigid loop, a single continuous loop (when the engagement member is closed). 

As to claims 17-18, wherein the rigid loop is a formed from a movable loop 
member (8) movably engaged to a primary loop member (the remained loop) wherein, 
when the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 
when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop; 
and wherein the movable loop member is movably engaged to the primary loop member 
through a pivot (hinge member, no numeral) 

As to claim 23, which recites the flexible member as being at least one inch long, 
which also appears to read on Omura. Nevertheless, it would have been an obvious 
matter of design choice for one of ordinary skill in the art to dimension the flexible 
member to be at least one inch long producing no new and unexpected results. 
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As to claims 24-25, Claims 24-25 recited limitations similar to those recited in 
claims 15-17, which also read on Lurie as modified. 

AS to claims 37-38, claims 37-38 recited limitations similar to claims 1 and 22, 
except that the central extension in this case is element 20. 

As to claim 39, Lurie et al as modified also teaches at least one bend (at 22 for 
example) within the rigid arm, which comprises a large progressive curve. 

As to claim 41 , Lurie et al as modified also teaches the horizontal extension of 
the rigid arm is swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member (12, 18) while rigidly 
fixed along a horizontal line relative to the rigid interface member. 

Claims 12 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lurie et al. in view of Omura_and further in view of US Pub. No. 2004/01 95484 to 
Sheeran. 

Lurie et al. in view of Omura teaches substantially as claimed except that is not 
provided with a lengthening means for altering the length of the vertical extension 
wherein the lengthening means comprises a turnbuckle. 

Sheeran teaches such concept. Sheeran teaches a vertical extension of the rigid 
arm having a lengthening means for altering or adjusting a length of the vertical 
extension (Fig. 6c, for example) wherein the lengthening means is in the alternative 
form of a turnbuckle. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a lengthening means as in Sheeran on the vertical 
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extension of Lurie et al as modified so as to provide the vertical arm, which can be 
rotated, adjusted or extended in length in order to allow the hanger to be positioned on 
a wider variety of surfaces having varying degrees of thickness. Nevertheless, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision 
of adjustability, where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. In re Stevens, 101 
USPQ 284 (CCPA 1954). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 21 and 26 are objected to, but would be allowable if rewritten to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/1 1/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The crux of the arguments are: "neither Lurie nor Omura disclose or suggest 
"the central extension curves downward to form the distal segment that extends 
vertically downward" and "neither Lurrie or Omura disclose or suggest an apparatus 
wherein the distal ends is, or even can be positioned vertically beneath the planar 
interface area." (page 10) This is not deemed to be persuasive. As stated in the 
rejection above, Lurie teaches the central extension curve (between elements 13 and 
20) and the distal segment 20 that extends vertically downward. Lurrie also teaches the 
distal end 22, 21 , 23, 25 and the distal end positioned vertically (at point 23) beneath 
the planar interface area. 

Regarding Applicant's argument with respect to claims 12 and 27-28 which have 
been rejected under 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lurie in view of Omura and 
further in view of Sheeran. 

Applicant's argument appears to be attacking individual reference while the 
rejection is based on the combination. One cannot show nonobviousness by attacking 
references individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. 
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In the instant case, Omura teaches a flexible member coupled to the securement 
member. The combination of Lurie and Omura would have suggested the subject matter 
of independent claims 1 , 22 and 37. Nevertheless, assuming an argument that even if 
Lurie does not teach a securement member, but Omura teaches a securement member, 
the combined teachings of Lurie with Omura still render the claims obvious. In addition, 
Sheeran has applied for the teaching of providing a lengthening means to make the 
vertical extension adjustable. The combination of Lurie and Omura and Sheeran would 
have suggest the subject matter of claims 12, 27 and 28. Nevertheless, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision of 
adjustability, where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. The rejection of these 
claims is therefore also maintained. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-6818. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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7) [X] Claim(s) 21 and 26 is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 6/22/07 
and 7/28/07 have been entered. 

Claims 1-2, 4-32, 35-41 are currently pending. Claims 3 and 33-34 have been 
canceled. Claims 5-9, 19-20, 29-32 and 35-36 were withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 10-11, 13-18 and 22-25 and 37-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
1 03(a) as being unpatentable over GB Patent No. 2,253,998 to Lurie et al. in view of JP 
10-113275 to Omura. 

As to claims 1 , 22, 37 and 40, Lurie et al teaches hanger device for hanging 
handbags, purses or the like (Figs. 1-4) from a horizontal surface, comprising the 
limitations as follows: a rigid interface member defining a planar interface area (12); a 
rigid arm (14, Fig. 1) with a centrally extension disposed between proximal end and a 
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distal end (the central extension which has at least one bend in a direction different from 
the proximal end and in a direction different from proximal end), wherein the proximal 
end is coupled with the rigid interface member in a orientation substantially parallel to 
the planar interface area, and wherein the distal end extends downward from the central 
extension when the distal end is positioned vertically beneath the planar interface area. 
Note that the distal end in this case, the examiner considers as a hook segment (V- 
shaped) 23, 15 upon which a handbag, purse or the like can be supported or secured. 

The Lurie device differs from claim 1 of the present invention in that it is not 
provided with a flexible member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid 
arm, and a second end coupled to a purse engagement member. 

Omura teaches the concept of such, Omura teaches the hanger device with a 
flexible member (6) having a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm (3) and a 
second end coupled to a purse engagement member (8). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the rat at the time the invention was made to provide a flexible 
member with a first end coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm and a second end 
coupled to a purse engagement member as in Omura on the hook of Lurie in order to 
allow a user to hang the type of the purse where there is no full top closure of the 
interior of the purse and to provide a configuration which to be easily opened/closed 
and/or attached/detached (Omura, abstract). 

As to claim 2, Lurie as modified also teaches the distal end of the rigid arm being 
oriented vertically beneath the geometric center of said planar interface area. 
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As to claim 4, Lurie et al. as modified also teaches the rigid arm being swivelably 
coupled (5) with the rigid interface member. 

Continuing to claims 10-1 1 and 38, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the rigid 
arm comprising a horizontal extension (13) (Fig. 2), which is parallel with the planar 
interface area; and the rigid arm having a vertical extension (20) that is substantially 
perpendicular to said horizontal extension. 

As to claim 13, Lurie et al as modified also teaches first end of the flexible 
member (6, Omura) being coupled to the distal end of the rigid arm by a swivel joint (7). 
Note that the examiner considers the ring 7 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 7 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claim 14, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the second end of the flexible 
member being coupled to the purse engagement member by a swivel joint (Omura, 9). 
The examiner also considers the ring 9 of Omura is a swivel joint since the ring 9 of 
Omura is capable of turning or pivoting allowing the flexible member and thus the 
handbag/purse to turn around in a horizontal plane. 

As to claims 15-16, the purse engagement member (8) of Omura as modified is 
also a rigid loop, a single continuous loop (when the engagement member is closed). 

As to claims 17-18, wherein the rigid loop is a formed from a movable loop 
member (8) movably engaged to a primary loop member (the remained loop) wherein, 
when the movable loop member is in a first position, the rigid loop is a closed loop, and 
when the movable loop member is in a second position, the rigid loop is an open loop; 
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and wherein the movable loop member is movably engaged to the primary loop member 
through a pivot (hinge member, no numeral) 

As to claim 23, which recites the flexible member as being at least one inch long, 
which also appears to read on Omura. Nevertheless, it would have been an obvious 
matter of design choice for one of ordinary skill in the art to dimension the flexible 
member to be at least one inch long producing no new and unexpected results. 

As to claims 24-25, Claims 24-25 recited limitations similar to those recited in 
claims 15-17, which also read on Lurie as modified. 

As to claim 39, Lurie et al as modified also teaches at least one bend (at 22 for 
example) within the rigid arm, which comprises a large progressive curve. 

As to claim 41, Lurie et al as modified also teaches the horizontal extension of 
the rigid arm is swivelably coupled to the rigid interface member (12, 18) while rigidly 
fixed along a horizontal line relative to the rigid interface member. 

Claims 12 and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lurie et al. in view of Omura.and further in view of US Pub. No.2004/01 95484 to 
Sheeran. 

Lurie et al. in view of Omura teaches substantially as claimed except that is not 
provided with a lengthening means for altering the length of the vertical extension 
wherein the lengthening means comprises a turnbuckle. 

Sheeran teaches such concept. Sheeran teaches a vertical extension of the rigid 
arm having a lengthening means for altering or adjusting a length of the vertical 
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extension (Fig. 6c, for example) wherein the lengthening means is in the alternative 
form of a turnbuckle. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a lengthening means as in Sheeran on the vertical 
extension of Lurie et al as modified so as to provide the vertical arm, which can be 
rotated, adjusted or extended in length in order to allow the hanger to be positioned on 
a wider variety of surfaces having varying degrees of thickness. Nevertheless, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
. made to make the vertical extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision 
of adjustability, where, needed, involves only routine skill in the art. In re Stevens, 101 
USPQ 284 (CCPA 1954). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 21 and 26 are objected to, but would be allowable if rewritten to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/28/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding Applicant's argument that neither Lurie nor Omura disclose or suggest 
"a rigid arm with a proximal end coupled with the rigid interface member in an 
orientation substantially parallel to the planar interface area, and wherein the distal end 
extends' downward from the central extension when the distal end is' positioned 
vertically beneath the planar interface area." "The rigid arm of Lorie bends at an upward 
angle, and Omura does not disclose or suggest an embodiment wherein the rigid arm 
locates beneath the planar interface area. Therefore, even if Omura and Lurie could 
somehow be combined in a manner suggested by the Examiner", this is not found 
persuasive. As stated in the rejection, Lurie alone clearly teaches substantially all the 
limitations with the distal end extends downward from the central extension. The 
examiner considers the "V-shaped portion" (see attached figure) at the end of the rigid 
arm is the distal end, which considers positioned vertically said planar interface area, 
whereas the V-shaped distal end portion function as a hook or securement member. 
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Omura teaches a flexible member coupled to the securement member. The combination 
of Lurie and Omura would have suggested the subject matter of independent claims 1, 
22 and 37. Nevertheless, assuming an argument that even if Lurie does not teach a 
securement member, but Omura teaches a securement member, the combined 
teachings of Lurie with Omura still render the claims obvious. Therefore, the rejection of 
these claims is still maintained. 

Regarding Applicant's argument with respect to claims 12 and 27-28 which have 
been rejected under 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lurie in view of Omura and 
further in view of Sheeran, Applicant's argument as indicated on page 12 of the 
Remarks appears to be not directed to what the rejection has been set forth. Sheeran 
has applied for the teaching of providing a lengthening means to make the vertical 
extension adjustable. It should be noted that there is no requirement for a secondary 
reference to meet every limitation of the claim before it can be utilized. It should also be 
noted one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the 
rejections are based on combinations of references. In the instant case, the 
combination of Lurie and Omura and Sheeran would have suggest the subject matter of 
independent claims 12, 27 and 28. Nevertheless, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the vertical 
extension adjustable since it has been held that the provision of adjustability, where 
needed, involves only routine skill in the art. The rejection of these claims is therefore 
also maintained. 
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Conclusion 



THIS ACTION IS made NON FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-6818. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on (571) 272-6842. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





Tan Le 

September 22, 2007. 



Carl Q Friedman 
Supervisory Patent Examine 
Group 3600 
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The present invention generally relates to sup- 
porting devices and lore particularly to devices for use in 
hanging handbags, umbrellas and the like from tables and counter 
t ops * 

There has long been a problem experienced by 
persons who are carry handbags f umbrellas or other small parcels 
when dining, attending Beatings or at other occasions where it is 
necessary to maintain possession of the item. The most apparent 
problem arises when Ben or women are dining in restaurants and 
are required by prudence to maintain purses or handbags in close 
proximity while dining. By necessity, the individual must 
usually place the handbag, purse or parcel on his or her lap, on 
a separate chair, on the table or on the floor* When the lack of 
space prevents convenient placement of the parcel f an individual 
is often forced to place the object on the floor thereby putting 
it in contact with dirt and subjecting it to theft* 

A number of devices are taught by the prior art 
which seek to solve the problem addressed by the present inven- 
tion. Examples of these devices are disclosed in United States 
patent Kos* 4, 194*714, 2,532,255 and 2,473,086. All of the 
devices taught by the prior art exhibit a similar problem which 
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is resolved by the present invention- The device taught in the 
'7X4 patent comprises a hangar for a purse having an elongated 
first arm, one end thereof to be placed on a table top, a second 
arm being hinged at an end of the f irst am and being adapted to 
support the purse thereon. There is a fixed relationship between 
the arm which is supported by the table and the location which 
the purse, bag or parcel is supported. In the r 2S5 patent, a 
substantially cylindrical housing is adapted for placement upon a 
table top or counter and includes a downwardly depending hook for 
support of the purse, Although the hook is provided with the 
ability to swing with respect to the housing, there is no ability 
to laterally displace the hook with respect to the supporting 
housing. The '086 patent comprises a structure which is substan- 
tially similar to that shown in the '255 patent* Hhile providing 
the ability of the supporting hook to swing relative to a sup- 
porting plate i there is no ability to laterally displace the hook 
with reference to the supporting hook. 

The devices taught by the prior art all exhibit an 
inherent problem which is resolved by the present invention* 
Irrespective of whether the supporting arm or hook can be 
swiveled or pivoted with respect to the supporting plate or 
housing, the inability to laterally displace the elements with 
reference to each other limits use of the devices to table tops 
or other surfaces having access beneath same* As an example, the 4 
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devices taught by the prior art cannot support a handbag or purse 
from a counter top which includes an adjacent, fixed vertical 
surface* 

The present invention resolves those problems 
inherent in the designs in the devices taught by the prior art* 
A supporting housing is adapted to be placed upon the horizontal 
surface of a table top or counter* A supporting shaft horizon- 
tally extends from the housing and is in a slidable relationship 
therewith,, The supporting shaft depends downwardly into a 
supporting arm and hook which is used to hold the handbag, purse 
or the like* By altering the position of the supporting shaft 
relative to the housing, the point upon which the handbag or 
purse is supported can be laterally displaced relative to the 
supporting housing. By fully displacing the supporting arm 
relative to the housing, the present invention provides the 
ability to hang a handbag, purse or the like from a counter or 
table top even where there is no spacial access beneath the 
counter or table top. 

The present invention comprises a hanger device for 
hanging a handbag, purse or the like from a counter or table top, 
A cylindrical housing is adapted for secure placement upon the 
counter or table top* A supporting shaft is slidably disposed 
within the housing and extends therefrom in the plane of the 
housing* The supporting shaft is coupled within the housing to 
provide for a plurality of fixed positions • The supporting shaft 
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is sli&ably disposed within a positioning channel , the shaft 
including a predetermined number of selectable positions formed 
by tapered sections of reduced diameter along the supporting 
shaft- Resilient leaf springs are disposed on opposite sides of 
the supporting shaft within the housing, The springs are adapted , 
to res il lent ly bear upon the shaft and secure supporting shaft at 
selected positions when in contact with the tapered sections* 
The portion of the supporting shaft extending from the housing 
depends downwardly into a supporting arm and hook from which a 
handbag, purse or the like can toe hung. By slidably changing the 
position of the supporting shaft relative to the housing, the 
supporting hook can be laterally displaced relative to the 
housing ♦ 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved hanger device for supporting handbags, purses 
and the like from a counter or table top* 

It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a hanger device which can be used with counters or table 
tops having no special access beneath same. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a hanger device for purposes/ handbags and the like which 
can be easily stored* 

It is still yet another object of the present invention 
to provide an improved hanger device which is simple and inexpen- . 
sive to fabricate* 
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The nova! features which are believed to be character* 
istic of the invention, both as to its organisation and method of 
operation, together with further objectives and advantages 
thereof, will be better understood from the following description 
considered in connection with the accompanying drawing in which a 
presently preferred esibediaient of the invention is illustrated by 
way of example* It is to be expressly understood, however, that 
the drawing is for the purpose of illustration and description 
only, and is not intended as a definition of the limit© of the 
invention, 

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the present invention 
hanger device being supported frosn a table top* 

FIGURE 2 is a side elevation view of the present 
invention hangar device showing the alternative lateral positions 
of the supporting arm relative to the housing, 

FIGURE 3 is a rear elevation view of the present 
invention shown in figure 2* 

FIGURE 4 is a partial cross -sectional view of the 
housing and supporting shaft taken through line 4-4 of FIGURE 2 
illustrating a first position of the supporting shaft relative to 
the housing* 

FIGURE 5 is a partial cross-sectional view of the 
present invention taken through line 5*5 of FIGURE 2 showing the 
supporting shaft in its second, extended position relative to the 
housing. 
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FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the present invention 
hanger device being supported upon a surface having no spacial 
access there beneath* 

An understanding of the present invention can be best 
gained by reference to FIGURE 1, the present invention hanger 
device being generally designated by the reference numeral 10. 
As shown in FIGURE l, hanger device 10 is supporting a handbag 
11* Hanger device ID generally comprises a housing 12 from which 
extends a supporting shaft 13 which depends downwardly into a 
support arm 14* Support arm 14 is deflected upwardly into a hook 
15 upon which handbag 11 is hung. As shown in FIGURE 1, housing 
12 rests upon table top 15 with hoo& 15 supporting handbag 11 
beneath table top 15. As will be explained, the present inven- 
tion hanger device id provides for use thereof with tables or 
counters which do not provide for spacial access beneath the top 
surface thereof (FIGURE 6) . 

The structure of the present invention can be best 
understood by reference to FIGURE 2 and FIGURE 3* The present 
invention hanger device 10 comprises a cylindrical housing 12 
having upper and lower planar surfaces. The interior coupling 
between support shaft 13 and housing 12, as shown in FIGURE 4 and 
FIGURE 5, is enclosed by cover 16 which is capable of having 
decorative indicia disposed thereon. The lower planar surface of 
housing 12 comprises a resilient pad 17 which can be fabricated 
from rubber or a polyurethane foam. Pad 17 is used to provide 
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traction and thereby maintain placement of housing 12 on table 
top 15. In addition, resilient pad 17 provides a protective 
layer to prevent defacing table top 15. 

As shown in FIGURE 2, support shaft 13 extends out* 
wardly from sleeve 19 in parallel spaced relation to the lower 
planar surface 18 of housing 12. Support shaft 13 depends 
downwardly forming support arm 14 which is in a planar relation- 
ship with support shaft 13 (FIGURE 3}* Support arm 14 is com- 
prised of segments 20 , 21 and hooK 15. Segment 20 of support arm 
14 is perpendicular to support shaft 13. Support arm 14 is 
deflected at 22 separating segments 20 and 21 whereby segment 21 
of support ami 14 is oriented beneath housing 12 . Segment 21 of 
support arm 14 depends upwardly at 23 forming hooJc 15 upon which 
a handbag, purse or the like can be supported { FIGURE 1} * 

In order to meat the objectives of the present inven- 
tion, support shaft 13 is coupled through sleeve 19 to housing 12 
in a manner which provides for lateral movement thereof in the 
direction designated by reference numeral 25 (FIGURE 2) , As 
shown in FIGURE 2, the range of movement represented by reference 
numeral 25 allows hook 15 to be laterally displaced and thereby 
change the center of gravity of a supported object relative to 
housing 12. The means to slidabiy structure couple support shaft 
13 within housing 12 can be best understood by reference to 
FIGURE 4 and FIGURE 5. FIGURE 4 represents the orientation of 
support arm 14 as shown in solid lines in FIGURE 2* FIGURE 5 
represents the orientation of support arm 14 as shown in phantom 
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lines in FIGURE 2* As shown in FIGURES 4 and 5/ a central 
channel 30 is disposed through sleeve 19 and extends diametri- 
cally into the central core of housing 12. A perpendicular 
crass-bore 31 extends equally on either side of channel 30 and is 
adapted to receive biased leaf springs 32 and 33 » Beyond cross* 
bore 31, channel 30 extends into expansion channel 34 which is 
adapted to accommodate the biasing ends of leaf springs 32 and 
33* Finally, channel 30 is extended through housing 12 into 
channel extension bore 35 to accommodate the terminus 36 of 
support shaft 13 when moved to the position indicated by refer- 
ence numeral 37* 

Suppo rt s haft^ me mber, one end 

thereof depending downwardly to support arm 14, the opposite 
terminus 36 limiting the extended movement of support shaft 13 
when moved in the direction indicated by reference numeral 40 
(FIGURE 5) * To meet objectives of the present invention, support 
shaft 13 can be moved in a range between two alternative posi* 
tions designated by reference numeral 25 (FIGURE 2}* The posi- 
tional movement of support shaft 13 is defined by a pair of 
annular depressions 41 and 42 formed along support shaft 13 about 
the axis thereof. As stated, FIGURE 4 represents the position of 
support arm 14 as shown in solid line in FIGURE 2* In this 
position, the distal ends of leaf springs 32 and 33 are biased 
placing the distal ends thereof in forced contact with annular 
depression 41. FIGUEE 5 illustrates the altered position of 
support arm 14 represented in FIGURE 2 in phantom lines. In this 
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position! the biased force imposed by the distal ends of leaf 
springs 32 and 33 place them in forced contact within annular 
depression 42* As stated, an objective of the present invention 
is to provide a hanger device 10 which can be easily stored* 
Based on the cylindrical profile of support shaft 13, support arm 
14 can be rotated about the axis of support shaft 13 and relative 
to housing 12 as represented by the directional reference 43 
(FIGURE 3} * In this manner, when the present invention hanger 
device 10 is to be stored, support am 14 can be rotated until it 
lies in the same plane as housing 13 thereby producing a substan- 
tially flat and easily storable structure* 

Use of the present invention can be understood by 
reference to FIGURES 1 and 6. As stated, FIGURE 1 illustrates 
the support of a handbag beneath a table top 15 having spacial 
access there beneath. In this position, support arm 14 is in the 
closed position {FIGURE 4}, hook 15 being substantially in 
alignment with housing 12 * In FIGURE 6, hangar device 10 is 
supported upon a table top or counter 45 which has no spacial 
access beneath same as a result of an integral, vertical wall 46* 
Under these conditions, support shaft 13 and support arm 14 are 
urged in the direction designated by reference numeral 40* This 
displaces hook 15 relative to housing 12 in a manner which 
permits handbag 11 to be supported on hook 15 irrespective of the 
lack of spacial access beneath table top or counter 45. 
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CLAIHS: 

1. A hanger device for hanging an object from a table 
top comprising 2 

(a) a housing having a substantially planar lower 
surface adapted to rest upon the table top and a central bore 
disposed therethrough in parallel spaced relation to the lower 
surface thereof f the axis of said central bore bisecting the 
housing? 

(b) a support shaft having first and second ends 
slidably coupled within the central bore of said housing and 
being coaxial therewith and having a plurality of positional 
depressions disposed in the surface of said support shaft, one of 
said positional depressions being substantially adjacent the 
first end of said support shaft? 

{c) biasing means for engaging said positional 
depressions in the surface of said support shaft coupled within 
the central bore of said housing and in biased contact with said 
support shaft; and 

(d) a support arm depending downwardly from the 
second end of said support shaft and being deflected into a hook 
member, said support shaft/ support arm and hook member being in 
a planar relationship with one another* 
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2* A hangar device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
housing is cylindrical f the central bore therethrough being 
aligned along the diameter of said housing. 

3. A hanger device as defined in ClaxB 1 wherein said 
support arms depend from said support shaft in a perpendicular 
relationship thereto* 

4. A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 wherein said 
support shaft has two positional depressions formed therein f each 
being disposed about the full circumference of said support 
shaft. 

5, A hanger device as defined in Claim I wherein said 
biasing means comprises two leaf springs having a distal end 
adjacent with and in forced contact with said support shaft, 

6, A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 further 
including a covering member disposed upon said housing enclosing 
said central bore and including means for receiving decorative 
indicia thereupon, 

?♦ A hanger device as defined in Claim 1 further 
including a rubber pad secured to the planar lower surface of 
said housing* 
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8* A hanger device for hanging an object from a table 
'top comprising t 

(a) a cylindrical housing having a substantially 
planar lower surface adapted to rest upon the table top and the 
central bore diametrically disposed therethrough in parallel 
spaced relation to the lower surface of said housing? 

(b) a support shaft having first and second ends 
slidably coupled within the central bore of said housing and 
being coaxial therewith and having a plurality of spaced, posi~* 
tional depressions annularly disposed along the surface of said 
support shaft, one of said annular, positional depressions being 
substantially adjacent the first end of said support shaft, said 
support shaft being rotatable through 360 9 of arc about its own 
axis? 

(c) biasing means for engaging said annular, 
positional depressions coupled within the central bore of said 
housing and in bias contacted with said support shaft; and 

(d) a support arm depending downwardly from the 
second end of said support shaft and being perpendicular thereto, 
said support arm being deflected into a hook member, said support 
shaft, support arm and hook meiaber being in a planar relationship 
with one another* 

9, A hanger device as defined in Claim 8 wherein said 
support shaft has two annular, positional depressions formed 
therein • 
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10- A hanger device as defined in Claim S wherein said 
biasing naans comprises two leaf springs! each having a biased 
distal end adjacent with and in forced contact with said support 
shaft* 

IX* A hanger device as defined in Claim 8 further 
including a covering member disposed upon said housing enclosing ■ 
said central bore and including means for receiving decorative 
indicia thereupon* 

12* A hanger device substantially as hereinbefore described 
and with reference to the accompanying drawings* 
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Application of: 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 



Group Art Unit: 3632 



Shelly Lenna Bauerly 



Examiner: Le, Tan 



Application Serial No. 10/763,426 
Filed: January 23, 2004 
For: Purse Hanger 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



I, Kaoru Sugimura reside at 4283 Murietta Avenue #3 Sherman Oaks,CA 91423 in the county 
of Los Angeles. I prepared the attached translation of Japanese Patent 10-1 13275 to Omura, cited by 
the Examiner as prior art in the prosecution of the referenced Patent Application No. 10/763,426. I 
hereby affirm that the attached translation is a true and accurate translation, and that I am 
knowledgeable in the languages of Japanese and English. 

I hereby acknowledge that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both (18 US.C. § 1001) and may jeopardize the validity of the Application or any 
patent issuing thereon. 



DECLARATION OF TRANSLATION 
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Atty. Docket No. Bauerly 00100 
Declaration of 



-1- 



Application Serial No. 10/763,426 



1 st Page Summary (Abstract) 

A hanger device is offered to hang the handbag and the like from the surface of a table or 
the counter. Support board 1 and suspension member 3 can fold between the open and 
closed positions while a load is detachably secured within structural loop 8, which is 
secured to flexible splicer 6. The load such as handbags is hung from the upper surface 
of the table or the counter with support board 1 and suspension tool 3 connected so as not 
to open more than the provided angle of the suspender device installed in the load by loop 
8 when using it It is possible to shift position easily by detaching this when one of the 
loops 8 installed in the load is improper. 

Reference Characters and corresponding Element names on First Page Drawing: 

1. Support: backing 

2. Bearing :ball, shaft 

3. Iron bar 

4. Stopper 

5. A pivot 

6. Connection tool, joining, link, connect, a junction conjunction 

7. Connection link: ring, link, handle 

8. Ring loop, hoop, ring, circle, wheel 

9. Connection link 

10. arrow 

11. Stopper pad-a device to prevent slipping, skidding 



(2) 

Because of number 2 this system does not open more than 90 degrees 

On the edge of number 3 there is a connection tool,6, which is flexible and connects with 

number 8. 



001 

This invention offered is a hanger system which makes it easy to hang handbags or 
umbrellas on table tops or counters. 

002 

People who have handbags or umbrellas when going to meetings or restaurants have to 
place the items on lap or chair. This is an obstacle. There is also a problem with safety. 



003 

Other similar inventions are not portable. 
004 

This eliminates the others and is portable 



005 



Now to explain with the pictures. 



Number 1 and 3 can open but not more than 90 degrees. On the edge of number 3 there is 
a connection tool, 6, which connects with number 8. Number 8 is very easy to open and 
close. When necessary you can use with handbags or umbrella. 

006 

When you carry it, number 1 and 3 are closed and number 8 connects to handbag or 
umbrella. When in use, number 1 and 3 are open until stopper number 4 touches the 
table top or counter. You hang number 1 on the top of the table and if number 8 is 
unsuitable you can move it. 

007 

Number 1 support bar can be round or a polygon or an oval, any style. You just need 
enough stillness friction. Number 6 can be fabric or metal or a resin-treated chain. 
It is not necessary to have number 7 or number 9. You can connect number 6 and 
number 3 and number 8 directly. Number 8 can be different shapes if they are easy to 
open and close. It can be wire. If you decorate top of number 1 support bar with initials 
or design. 

You can identify personal items or use as an accessory. You can decorate with company 
logo as a novelty or to advertise your company. If you put a stopper pad underneath the 
support bar it will be more stable. 

008 

If as in picture number 4, the table has open space, or in picture number 5 , has a vertical 
wall, you can use without problem. If anything touches the handbag or umbrella, because 
of flexible chain number 6 holding them, the support bar will receive less shock. 



Page (3) pictures 

1. elevation 

2. plane, level 

3. side view 

4. table with space 

5. vertical counter 

6. picture when you carry with a handbag 



